
    Regular Council Meeting 
Tuesday, November 17, 2015 

412 Main St. - City Hall 
Frankfort, Michigan 49635 (231) 352-7117 

 
 
 
Meeting was called to order by Mayor Johnson at 5:30 p.m. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance  
 
Roll Call – 
 
Present: Condon, Holwerda, Johnson, Luedtke, Walenta   Absent: None 
Also Present: Department Heads–Kidder, Mills   Public - 3 
 
Request to Appear Before Council 
 
Connie Barnes – M-22 Pure Michigan Byway – Ms. Barnes came before the council to 
get support from the city. She is part of the Lakes to Land Communities for Collective 
Action M-22 Pure Michigan Byway Committee. The committee is attempting to 
designate M-22 within Benzie and Manistee counties as a “Pure Michigan Byway”. 
The committee is asking support from the 12 municipalities or entities M-22 passes 
through in the two county.  They will put the resolutions of support with the request 
to the Michigan Department of Transportation. 
 
Public Input  
 
Tom Twigg – 682 Lake Street – Wanted to bring up some issues for the city to look 
into:  
1) Benches – there are too many at the beach – enough is enough. Mills responded 
that we are not allowing any more at the beach.  
 
2) The beach, bay, pier and lighthouse – These are important assets to the City and 
Twigg is concerned with the condition of the small arm of the pier going to the 
lighthouse. Mills informed him that we just got verbal support from the Corps of 
Engineers to make repairs to the concrete. Mills would like to have a work bee this 
spring to fix areas on the pier. 
 
3) There is a lot of sand on the streets. Mills informed him that the city will be taking 
possession of a new 2015 Tymco street sweeper on Wednesday, November 18th. 
 
4) Twigg’s final issue was to say how overworked Josh Mills is and would like to see a 
small group of volunteers meet once a month to help out where needed. Twigg would 
be glad to volunteer. 
 
Twigg was happy to hear that his concerns were being addressed. 
 
Correspondence 
 
Frankfort Elberta Area Chamber of Commerce – Thank you DPW for help with the 
Fall Festival. 
 



Regular Minutes 
November 17, 2015 
Page – 2 – 
 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
Motion by Luedtke, seconded by Walenta to approve regular meeting minutes of 
10/20/2015 and special minutes of 11/10/2015 as presented. 
 
RC:  Yeas: All    Nays: None     Motion   CARRIED  
 
Approval of Bills 
 
Motion by Holwerda, seconded by Condon to approve prepaid vouchers #47120-
4716946665 and 46667-46725 in the amount of $54,532.45.Payroll vouchers #29752-
29831  in the amount of $38,565.2058,898.96. 
 
RC:  Yeas: All    Nays: None     Motion   CARRIED  
 
Motion by Johnson, seconded by Condon approving monthly Vouchers #47170-47217 
in the amount of $96,137.46. 
  
RC:  Yeas: All    Nays: None     Motion   CARRIED  
         Abstained:  Luedtke Ck#47197 to Luedtke Engineering $480.00 
 
Committee Reports 
 
a) Personnel/Public Safety 
Nothing to report. 
 
b) Finance 
 The next meeting is scheduled for December 10th at 9:30 a.m. Budget amendments 
were few and under new business. Holwerda would like to have Kidder send extra 
money to MERS once the percentages are calculated by department. 
 
Motion by Condon, seconded by Walenta to allow Kidder to send out extra money to 
MERS once the percentages for departments are calculated. 
 
RC:  Yeas: All    Nays: None     Motion   CARRIED  
 
c) Water/Sewer & Solid Waste  
Mills and Holwerda will meet to discuss an issue regarding a business owner’s water 
meter. 
 
Recreation Board  
No meeting. 
 
e) Fire Advisory  
No meeting. 
 
f)  Planning Commission  
Bathrooms were discussed. Discussed 7th Street beach. Meeting times set and will be 
posted. 
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g) Airport Authority  
Les Poggemeyer has resigned from the board. He was a very active member with a lot 
of input. The airport still has not been re-certified to its previous status and is still in 
the process.  They are planning on an intern for next summer. The plumbing has been 
fixed at the airport. Tree cutting was also discussed.  
 
h) Grants 
Waiting to hear from the DEQ on the SAW grant. 
 
i)  BLUA 
Walenta reported everything is good and taken care of. 
 
j) Marina Authority 
No meeting. 
 
k) Tree Board 
There will be no meetings until February. 40 new trees will be planted in the spring. 
 
l) Downtown Development Authority 
The DDA met on Monday. They are working on an RFP for marketing and a website, 
also a vending policy. Public facilities were also discussed.  
 
m) Commissioner’s Report 
Commissioner Griner stated at their last meeting the commissioners discussed the 
building department and the new health services that will be available through out 
the county as part of the Affordable Care Act. The commission is also considering 
using the morgue in Big Rapids for the autopsies that need to be done in the county. 
The county had to replace Dr. Houghton with another medical examiner after his 
death. The cost was more than double for the new examiner. They are looking at other 
options. 
 
Dr. Houghton worked for $18,000. His replacement will cost the county $50,000. 
Griner also mentioned that the county may consider the new morgue in Mecosta 
County for autopsies where there is also a pathologist on site. The new morgue may 
also be used for starting a school for forensic death studies.   
 
Departmental Reports 
 
Clerk/Treasurer – Kidder has hired Jennifer Willman to replace Renee Gokey in 
the clerk’s office. Luedtke had some questions on leave time and what the limits were. 
Kidder informed the council that many will be getting paid out for personal time at 
the end of the month. 
 
Superintendent – Leaf pick up continues to right before Thanksgiving. The DEQ 
has agreed to take the gas tanks out at Bayview and Monty’s Smokehouse at no cost to 
the City. 
  
 Chief of Police – Complaints and tickets are up over last year in October. 
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Old Business 
 
None 
 

New Business 
A)  Pure Michigan Byway Resolution - Mills 

 
Motion by ____________________, seconded by ____________________ 
to Appoint ______________ as the officer delegate and  _______________as 
officer alternate to serve at the 2015 annual MERS conference. 
Condon, Walentato adopt the Pure Michigan Byway Resolution. 
RC:  Yeas: All    Nays: None     Motion   CARRIED  
 
 
B)  Budget Amendments - Holwerda 
 
Motion by Condon, seconded by Walenta to authorize budget amendments as 
presented. 
 
RC:  Yeas: All    Nays: None     Motion   CARRIED  
 
C)  Committee Appointments – Mayor Johnson 
 
Motion by Mayor Johnson (no second needed) to appoint the following members to 
the following committees. 

Committees 
 

BLUA ........................................................................................................................... Walenta, Mills 
Finance .................................................................................................................Holwerda, Condon 
Fire Advisory...........................................................................................................Walenta, Condon 
Planning Commission............................................................................................Johnson, Walenta 
Personnel.............................................................................................................Johnson, Holwerda 
Recreation .............................................................................................................. Luedtke, Condon 
Tree Board....................................................................................................................Luedtke, Mills 
Water & Sewer........................................................................................................... Mills, Holwerda 
Marina.......................................................................................................................... Mills, Luedtke 
DDA .............................................................................................................................Mills, Johnson 
Grant Committee ......................................................................................................... Mills, Walenta 
Airport Authority ................................................................................................... Holwerda, Luedtke 
Public Safety...........................................................................................................Walenta, Condon 
 
RC:  Yeas: All    Nays: None     Motion   CARRIED  
 
D)   Committee Appointments – Mayor Johnson  
 
Motion by Mayor Johnson, (no second required) to re-appoint Kurt Luedtke to the 
Zoning Board of Appeals for a three-year term expiring 11/26/2018. 
 
RC:  Yeas: All    Nays: None     Motion   CARRIED  
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 E)  Benzie County Regional AFG Grant Application & Resolution – Mills 
 
Motion by Holwerda, seconded by Condon to adopt the resolution associated with the 
Benzie County Regional AFG Grant application to upgrade radio communications 
from VHF to 800 MHz. 
 
RC:  Yeas: All    Nays: None     Motion   CARRIED  
 
PUBLIC INPUT – 
 
None 
 
Adjournment 
 
Motion by Condon, seconded by Walenta to adjourn the meeting at 6:20 p.m. 
  
RC:  Yeas: All    Nays: None     Motion   CARRIED  
 
 
 
 
__________________________  __________________________ 
Robert J. Johnson, Mayor    Kimberly K. Kidder, Clerk/Treasurer  


