
 

 

    Regular Council Meeting 
Tuesday, August 16, 2016 

412 Main St. - City Hall 
Frankfort, Michigan 49635 (231) 352-7117 

 
 
Meeting was called to order by Mayor Johnson at 5:30 p.m. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance  
 
Roll Call –  
Present: Condon, Holwerda, Johnson, Luedtke, Walenta   Absent: None 
Also Present: Department Heads–Kidder and Lozowski    
 
Request to Appear Before Council 
None 
  
Public Input  
Roo Davidson – 402 Forest Ave. – Voiced his concern about the commerce on the 
beach with the visual impact of the tent and flag. The beach is to relax and not clash 
with commerce on the beach renting their goods. Davidson spoke with the owners 
about the tent and flag which they did remove. Davidson wanted to know what the 
criteria was to allow this type of vending.  
 
Mayor Johnson stated that the kiosk was on a trial basis. Condon mentioned that this 
kiosk was on the agenda for the last three meetings and was posted. The council 
heard from no one regarding the kiosk, so if no one speaks up, the council is unaware 
of these types of issues. Condon was glad Davidson brought these concerns to light as 
it will help determine if the city wants to continue with it or add more guidelines to 
the use of a kiosk. Holwerda stated that the city can pull it at any time and this is a 
trial period. Condon encouraged those who want to voice an opinion to send a letter 
or e-mail so the city is aware of how the residents feel.  
 
Davidson also commented that there are way too many benches on the beach. 
Holwerda told Davidson that there are no more benches allowed on the beach and 
those that want to donate a bench are given other options for placement such as the 
parks and trail. 
 
Carolyn Thayer – 831 James St. -  Read her letter to the council regarding some 
recent events that happened to local business owners. Thayer wanted to voice her 
concerns as a active community member about the treatment of a local business –
Beachnut Surf Shop and owners Larry and Nancy Bordine.   
 
A young employee of the Beachnut Surf Shop was driving a motorized skateboard 
towing an empty trailer and hit a young girl crossing the street. The girl was deemed 
fine by her mother and the EMS personnel who were called to the scene.  
 
A change in the law regarding motorized skateboards went into effect which made 
their employee’s driving of the skateboard against the law thus a warrant was issued 
on the owners of the business. Both were arrested, at different times, and handcuffed 
in their store in front of customers and staff and taken to jail.  
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This was very disturbing to Thayer and she hopes this snowball of events can be 
ironed out for the sake of the community businesses and its residents. 
 
Correspondence 
 
Frankfort-Elberta Chamber of Commerce – Thank you for fireworks donation 
Diana Lightfoot – Thank you to the mayor and Frankfort’s hospitality 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
Motion by Holwerda, seconded by Walenta to approve regular meeting minutes of 
07/19/2016 and special meeting minutes of 07/16/2016 and 07/26/2016 and 
08/09/2016 as presented. 
 
RC:  Yeas: All     Nays: None       Motion   CARRIED 
 
Approval of Bills 
 
Motion by Holwerda, seconded by Condon to approve prepaid vouchers #48033- 
48100 and 48102 - 48110 in the amount of $508,106.31 of which $444,295.72 was for 
tax distribution. Payroll vouchers #30592-30694 in the amount of $50,867.48. 
 
RC:  Yeas: All    Nays: None     Motion   CARRIED  
 
Motion by Condon, seconded by Walenta approving voucher #48101  payable to 
Luedtke Engineering Company in the amount of $1,200.00. 
  
RC: Yeas: Condon, Holwerda, Johnson, Walenta  Nays: None 
        Abstained: Luedtke      Motion   CARRIED                                  
        
Motion by Condon, seconded by Walenta approving monthly vouchers #48110-48141 
and 48143-48162 in the amount of $184,359.73. 
  
RC: Yeas: All    Nays: None     Motion   CARRIED                                  
 
Motion by Holwerda, seconded by Johnson approving voucher #48142 payable to 
Luedtke Engineering Company in the amount of $168.00. 
  
RC: Yeas: Condon, Holwerda, Johnson, Walenta  Nays: None 
        Abstained: Luedtke      Motion   CARRIED                                  
         
Committee Reports 
 
a) Personnel 
Nothing to report 
 
b) Public Safety 
Met regarding patrol vehicle and recommended bringing before council for approval. 
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c) Finance 
Not much as far as budget amendments mainly insurance adjustments. 
 
d) Water/Sewer & Solid Waste  
No meeting.  
 
e) Recreation Board  
No meeting. 
 
f) Fire Advisory  
No meeting. 
 
g)  Planning Commission  
Holwerda attended the meeting where they were discussing enforcing zoning 
violations. Holwerda thought the enforcement should not be a duty of the planning 
commission. That is handled by Josh. Chuck Beale came before the planning 
commission because he bought some property he would like to develop and wanted to 
know from the commission what their vision is for that property. Holwerda was 
embarrassed at the way Beale was treated.  The commission said they would like 
mixed use development. 
 
h) Airport Authority  
Coury Carland was elected chair and Paul Luedtke is vice chair. They are returning 
money to MDOT that was not used and now will be available for the Antrim County 
Airport. Bruce Harwood and Les Poggemeyer resigned as authority board members, 
however, Crystal Lake did not accept their resignations and are looking for 
replacements. 
 
i) Grants 
No meeting. 
 
j)  BLUA 
 There may be some smell this summer due to more usage. 
 
k) Marina Authority 
No meeting. Hearing very good reviews about the management and staff. 
  
l) Tree Board 
No meeting until November.  
 
m) Downtown Development Authority 
No report. 
 
n) Commissioner’s Report 
Commissioner Griner stated that Brooke Popp and Tammy May are the temporary 
appointees to the airport authority. The county will have their contribution toward 
the airport manager and will be working as a team to make up the requirements for 
the airport manager’s position. Griner went by Thompsonville Airport and there were 
six planes. 
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Griner gave the council the inspection report on the Maples from inspector Ed Hale. 
He note the fire safety certification was approved due to the multiple safeguards that 
were added which were: 1) Quick response sprinkler heads throughout the building 
including the attic, 2) 30 Mil Dry Thickness Intumescent Coating (1-hour rated 
equivalency) applied to the attic side of all non-rated plywood of the roof assembly 
and 3) Total Zone Detection throughout the facility where suitable, 
 
Departmental Reports 
Clerk/Treasurer – Kidder mentioned that the election turnout for the Primary 
election was low at 26.66%.  Kidder gave a copy of the updated 911 plan from the 
county to which the City has to do nothing unless  the city wants to serve as their own 
911 answering point. The airport minutes will be in next month’s council book. 
 
Superintendent – Mills is on vacation so his report was short and available in the 
councilbook. 
 
Chief of Police – Holwerda wondered if it would be beneficial to rotate cars weekly 
once we get the new car. Condon noted that there was an incident of insanity in his 
uniform crime report. Lozowski stated that the individual was taken to be cared for by 
professionals. 
 
Old Business 
None 

New Business 
A)  Budget Amendments - Holwerda 
 
Motion by Condon, seconded by Walenta to approve budget amendments as 
presented. 
RC:  Yeas: All    Nays: None     Motion   CARRIED  
 
B)  Patrol Car IPA Proposals - Lozowski 
 
Motion by Luedtke, seconded by Walenta to accept the 5 year IPA proposal from 
State Savings Bank at an interest rate of 1.30% to purchase a 2016 Dodge Charger 
with equipment and detailing at a price not to exceed $31,000.00. Vehicle will be 
purchased from Watson Benzie, LLC.  
RC:  Yeas: All    Nays: None     Motion   CARRIED  
 
C)  MSU Alumni Gaming License - Kidder  
 
Motion by Johnson, seconded by Condon that the request from the MSU Alumni Club 
of Benzie County be recognized as a non-profit organization operating in the 
community for the purpose of obtaining a gaming license. 
RC:  Yeas: All    Nays: None     Motion   CARRIED  
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D)  7th Street Beach Park Improvement Contract – Mills 
Motion by Luedtke, seconded by Holwerda to award Kerby’s Backhoe Service the 
contract for the 7th Street Beach Park Improvement Project. 
RC:  Yeas: All    Nays: None     Motion   CARRIED  
 
PUBLIC INPUT – 
 
Roo Davidson – 402 Forest Ave. - Stated that the minutes were not updated on the 
website. 
 
Adjournment 
 
Motion by Condon, seconded by Walenta to adjourn the meeting at 6:18 p.m. 
  
RC:  Yeas: All    Nays: None     Motion   CARRIED  
 
 
 
__________________________  __________________________ 
Robert J. Johnson, Mayor     Kimberly K. Kidder, Clerk/Treasurer  


