
Regular Council Meeting 
Tuesday, July 16, 2013 
412 Main St. - City Hall 

Frankfort, Michigan 49635 (231) 352-7117 

 
AMENDED 

 
Meeting was called to order by Mayor Johnson at 7:00 p.m.    
 
Pledge of Allegiance  
 
Roll Call - Present: Condon, Haan, Holwerda, Jackson, Johnson   Absent: None 
 
Agenda Amendment 
 
Motion by Condon, seconded by Holwerda to add item g) Fire Millage Request. 
 
RC:  Yeas: All   Nays: None    Motion  CARRIED  
 
Request to Appear Before Council 
 
None 
 
Public Input  
Amy Jones – 401 Michigan Ave. – Ms. Jones and three other women (Phyllis 
Kullman, her daughter and Carol Stack) stood before the council dressed in t-shirts 
from the Big Fish store. The t-shirts all displayed derogatory messages and language 
of an offensive nature to them. They also had a red line placed over the front of the 
shirts to illustrate the negativity towards the message. Amy Jones asked that the store 
not display offensive t-shirts in the front window.  Jones would like to know if there is 
anything the City can do.   
 
The Mayor stated that it is really a civil rights/freedom of speech issue.  There really 
is nothing the City can do as far as what is being sold.  Dolores Bigelow Schmitt 
wondered if it can be addressed by ordinance. Mills stated that he may be able to 
address this issue in a display merchandise ordinance but again it may be a civil 
rights issue. 
 
Margaret Kibler – 319 Forest Ave. – Stated that one of the t-shirts showed one figure 
pushing down another figure and wondered if the graphics would be considered as an 
enticement towards violence. 
 
Bonnie Warren – 590 Corning Ave. – Asked if the City would report back to us on this 
issue. 
 
Margaret Kibler – 319 Forest Ave. – Had looked over the bills from the attorney and 
could not believe the amount of money spent on one police officer and wondered 
when it was going to be resolved.  There were numerous charges from the attorney for 
long distance phone calls, trips to Frankfort and postage. Many were phone calls to 
the city or the clerk that were lengthy periods of time. Kibler wanted to know who 
goes over the attorney bills and when is this issue going to be resolved.  Kibler would 
like someone from council to check these bills. 
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Mayor Johnson stated that the City has done what was supposed to do in order to get 
a signed settlement. There has been over $38,000 placed in the MERS account for 
Officer Cavric for his retirement on the dollar amount he agreed to six months ago. 
We are waiting for him to get this matter resolved.   
 
Bob Dittrich – 445 Park Ave. – Felt that the 4th of July was a tremendous success with 
the parade and the fireworks. There were a lot of happy visitors and he stopped and 
talked to many tourists who loved the area. 
 
Correspondence 
 
Frankfort Elberta Chamber of Commerce – Thank you 
Ellie Tiesworth – Letter to the Mayor regarding hosting the Summer Solstice   

 
Approval of Minutes 
 
Motion by Holwerda, seconded by Condon to approve the regular minutes of 
06/18/2013 as presented. 
 
RC:  Yeas: All   Nays: None   Motion  CARRIED  
 
Approval of Bills 
 
Motion by Holwerda, seconded by Condon to approve prepaid vouchers #43889-
43981 in the amount of $149,442.23. Payroll vouchers #27064-27178 in the amount 
of $45,138.08. 
RC:  Yeas: All   Nays: None   Motion  CARRIED  
 
Motion by Condon, seconded by Johnson approving monthly vouchers #43982-
44017 in the amount of $60,116.02 as presented. 
RC:  Yeas: All   Nays: None   Motion  CARRIED  
  
Committee Reports 
 
a) Personnel/Public Safety 
Council needs to return department head reviews. Will be a special meeting to go over 
reviews. 
 
b) Finance 
Met before the end of June. It was determine that there was enough in the general 
fund to pay back loans to the Marina and Water funds. Funds have finished the year 
with positive balances so far and most vendors had sent in their billings by year end. 
The finance committee also met to look at putting the fire millage on the November 
ballot. 
 
c) Water/Sewer & Solid Waste  
No meeting 
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d) Recreation Board  
No meeting. 
 
e) Fire Advisory  
No meeting. 
 
f)  Planning Commission  
Met on July 9th and discussed the 4th of July events, the amount of parking on Forest 
and Leelanau, and the fact that there were just a few parking tickets. Discussed 
wayfinding signs. The Chamber will be helping with the cost of the signs.  Josh Mills 
and Cory Bissell walked the downtown to promote the DDA and to see if there was an 
interest in serving on the Authority.  There was an interest in another crossing and 10 
mph sign at the beach. The marihuana ordinance was also recommended for 
introduction to the council.  
  
g) Airport Authority  
Condon reported that the Airport Authority meeting was a very long meeting. They 
had the election of officers with Bruce Hardwood - Chair, Les Poggameyer - Vice 
Chair,  Michelle Thompson - Treasurer and Norma Elias – Secretary. There will be a 
change in the easement for the beacon light with AT&T. 
 
h) Grants 
Mills will be applying for a Great Lakes Fisheries Trust Grant to repair the stairs on 
Nippising. The GLFT grant is a 0% match.  Mills and Condon will meet to discuss 
goals for grants. 
 
i)  BLUA 
Nothing to report. 
 
j) Brownfield Redevelopment 
Nothing to report. 
 
k) Marina Authority 
No meeting. 
 
l) Tree Board 
The Tree Board met on Tuesday. They looked over their finances in the Tank Hill 
funding to do more work on Tank Hill. They are looking at removing more ash, cherry 
and beech trees. They are also looking at purchasing some taller tubes to place on the 
young trees.  The Shakespeare Theater group will be performing from July 25th  
through August 2nd.  The Bellows Park tree harvesting will be delayed until fall. 
 
m) Commissioner’s Report 
County Commissioner Roger Griner was unable to attend but did provide a report for 
the council in their council packet.  
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Departmental Reports 
Instead of each department head going over their report Mayor Johnson 
asked the council if they had any questions regarding any of the 
department head reports. 
 
Clerk/Treasurer –  
Haan would like to see revenue and expenditure reports for the launch ramp and 
marina year to date and month to month. 
 
Superintendent –  
Mills was asked about the SAWS grant and the funding consists of 90% - 10% match.  
The Safe Routes to Schools will be bid out in Mid-August. City Wi-Fi is running under 
Frankfort Guest.  
 
Chief of Police – 
Haan mentioned that there should be a way to notify business owners when there are 
break-ins in the community. 
 
Old Business 
 
A) Adoption of Zoning Ordinance Amendments - Mills 
 
This agenda item was TABLED and will be brought back to council after the Planning 
Commission amends and approves the changes.  
 
B) Sheriff’s Department Marina Slip - Mills 
 
Motion not needed an individual offered to pay the boat slip fee for the Sheriff’s 
Marine Boat. 
 
New Business 
A) Adoption of Ordinance D-4 of 2013 Renumbering DDA Ordinance– 
Kidder 
 
Motion by Johnson, seconded by Holwerda to adopt Ordinance D-4 of 2013 to re-
number the DDA Ordinance D-2 of 2013. 
 
RC:  Yeas: All   Nays: None   Motion  CARRIED  
 
B)  Corps of Engineers Supplemental Agreement for fireworks display - 
Mills 
 
This agreement comes before the council for renewal every five years. 
 
Motion by Haan, seconded by Condon to authorize City Superintendent Josh Mills to 
sign the Supplemental License Agreement with the U.S. Corps of Engineers to 
continue use of the North Breakwall for the annual 4th of July fireworks display. 
 
RC:  Yeas: All   Nays: None   Motion  CARRIED  
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C)  Introduction of Medical Marihuana Ordinance - Mills 
 
Motion by Condon, seconded by Haan to introduce the Medical Marihuana 
Ordinance per Planning Commission recommendation. 
 
RC:  Yeas: All   Nays: None   Motion  CARRIED  
 
D) Dump Truck Bids - Mills 
 
Mills received dump truck bids from four vendors and pricing ranged from 
$146,925.00 to $154,438.00. One had the specifications that Mills had requested 
while other were close to what he requested. Zaremba Equipment met those specs.  
 
Motion by Johnson, seconded by Condon to proceed with Zaremba Equipment for a 
new dump truck at a price not to exceed $150,610.00. 
 
RC:  Yeas: All   Nays: None   Motion  CARRIED  
 
E) Proposal for Capital Procurement Services for M-22 – Mills 
 
Haan did not feel he could support this because it was not included in the budget. 
Also he would like to the City post for these services to see if there aren’t individuals 
in town that could help us with these submittals. 
 
Motion by Holwerda, supported by Johnson to proceed with grant and low interest 
loan submittals to SAW, TAP and USDA in order to achieve an award of adequate 
funding to perform streetscape enhancements to M-22. Initial expense absorbed by 
McKim and Creed and Abonmarche, whereas if grant awards are ascertained a lump 
sum fee of $13,000.00 will be paid by the City to McKim and Creed.  The water 
enterprise capital improvement fund can absorb the $13,000.00 expense if we 
achieve success. 
 
RC:  Yeas: Condon, Holwerda, Jackson, Johnson  Nays: Haan   
       Motion  CARRIED  
 
F) Review City Council Goals 
 
Mayor Johnson asked council to review the goals and prioritize them and also write 
down any new goals they would like to work on. 
 
 
G)   Fire and Rescue Millage – Mills  
 
Motion by Holwerda, seconded byJohnson to approve proposed ballot language with 
final approval from City Attorney and to allow this proposal to appear on the 
November 5, 2013 ballot. 
 
RC:  Yeas: All   Nays: None   Motion  CARRIED  
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PUBLIC INPUT – 
 
Bonnie Warren – 590 Corning Ave.  – Asked if someone would read the proposal for 
the fire millage. 
 
Adjournment 
Motion by Condon, seconded by Holwerda to adjourn the meeting at 8:33 p.m. 
RC:  Yeas: All   Nays: None   Motion  CARRIED  
 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________  __________________________ 
Robert J. Johnson, Mayor    Kimberly K. Kidder, Clerk/Treasurer  


