
    Regular Council Meeting 
Tuesday, June 17, 2014 
412 Main St. - City Hall 

Frankfort, Michigan 49635 (231) 352-7117 
 
 
 
 
Meeting was called to order by Mayor Johnson at 7:00 p.m.    
 
Pledge of Allegiance  
 
Roll Call -  
Present: Condon, Holwerda, Johnson, Luedtke, Walenta   Absent: None 
Also Present: Department Heads–Kidder, Lozowski, Mills 
 
Agenda Amendment 
 
Motion by Johnson, seconded by Condon to amend the agenda to include item B) 
Goals for the City under Old Business and Item G) under New Business Rotary 
Charities/Planning Grant DDA. 
 
RC:  Yeas: All  Nays: None     Motion  CARRIED 
 
Request to Appear Before Council 
 
Paul Olson –The city’s insurance agent with Municipal Underwriters of Michigan 
thanked the council for the opportunity to provide for the city’s insurance needs. 
Olson also presented a new product for the council to review and would come back to 
discuss if there was interest 
 
Public Input  
David Thompson – Candidate for 19th Circuit Court Judge introduced himself and 
gave a short bio of his education, experience and community involvement. 
  
Tom Twigg – 682 Lake Street – Addressed the council and his displeasure in how 
they handle matters concerning Officer Cavric.  
 
Bill Kennis – Director for the Benzie Bus – The Benzie Bus services 19 townships and 
villages and the City of Frankfort. Benzie Bus has been in existence for 8 years and is 
now expanding its service with a Traverse City express service (about a 1 hour ride) 
that can take riders to Munson or Meijer where they can transfer to a BATA bus.  
They will also be offering shuttle service from the high school for events such as the 
craft fair, art fair, Summer Solstice and 4th of July.  
 
Thelma Rider–Novak – 1019 River Rd. – Spoke about an accident that happened 
June 2nd which involved a vehicle that went through her fence and how the incident 
was handled by the police and fire department as well as trying to retrieve 
information regarding the accident. 
 
Aubrey Parker – 722 Forest Avenue – Had questions about vending permits and if 
there were going to be any changes in the rules for mobile vending permits. 
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pim Dodge – 649 Crystal Ave. – Wanted to know why there were so many things 
scheduled for this coming weekend. There is a craft fair, car show, pancake breakfast 
and solstice festival all this weekend.   
 
Norma Elias – 107 Park Avenue – Understands that Main Street will be closed for the 
craft show. Were the merchants made aware of this and were they in favor of it? The 
Chamber did speak with the merchants who were willing to try it this year. Main 
Street will be closed from 3rd Street to 5th Street however 3rd, 4th and 5th Streets will be 
open. 
 
Correspondence 
 
Benzie Shores District Library – Newsletter 
 
Jon Armstrong was on hand to answer any questions regarding the library. The 
library has moved with the times and has e-books, as well as books available to check 
out and wireless internet. Penal fines are down but revenues from millage income 
have increase due to the increase in entities joining the library. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
Motion by Holwerda, seconded by Condon to approve regular minutes of 
05/20/2014, as well as public hearing and special meeting minutes of 05/29/2014 as 
presented. 
 
RC:  Yeas: All  Nays: None     Motion  CARRIED  
 
Approval of Bills 
 
Motion by Holwerda, seconded by Johnson to approve prepaid vouchers #45147-
45200 in the amount of $70,893.53. Payroll vouchers #28032-28128 in the amount 
of $39,190.40. 
 
RC:  Yeas: All  Nays: None     Motion  CARRIED  
 
 
Motion by Johnson, seconded by Walenta approving monthly vouchers #45201-
45241 and #45132-45146 in the amount of $68,903.61 as presented. 
 
RC:  Yeas: All  Nays: None     Motion  CARRIED  
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Committee Reports 
a) Personnel/Public Safety 
Mayor Johnson read a report from the personnel committee which went over the 
grievance mediation in which Officer Cavric, Acting Chief Lozowski, POAM, and 
Bzdok met with the personnel committee to resolve grievance issues and they also 
signed the settlement agreement with Officer Cavric which resolves all remaining 
issues in the 8-year-old arbitration. 
 
Motion by Condon, seconded by Luedtke to accept the report of the personnel 
committee statement of grievance mediation reports and settlement as read by Mayor 
Johnson. 
 
RC:  Yeas: All  Nays: None     Motion  CARRIED  
 
b) Finance 
There are recommendations from the finance committee on the agenda. The next 
finance meeting will be on June 24th. 
 
c) Water/Sewer & Solid Waste  
No meeting. 
  
d) Recreation Board  
Scheduling visioning meetings. 
 
e) Fire Advisory  
No meeting.   
 
f)  Planning Commission  
No one from council was unable to attend. They approved a site plan review for the 
hospital for a dialysis unit. Going over master plan reviews and zoning ordinance 
amendments. 
  
g) Airport Authority  
MDOT wants some changes to the ALP and the MDOT survey is not finished. 
 
h) Grants 
Will be talking about under new business. 
 
i)  BLUA 
Everything is going fine. Will be looking into adjustments. 
 
j) Brownfield Redevelopment 
No meeting. 
 
k) Marina Authority 
No meeting.  
 
l) Tree Board 
Garlic mustard drop-off at the recycling center.  Having trouble finding timber buyers 
for Seventh St. Beach Park. 
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m) Downtown Development Authority 
Met and formed the marketing committee, talked about other business opportunities 
and TIFF plan. 
 
n) Commissioner’s Report 
Attended the fire department fund raiser and was very impressed with how our 
community pulls together to help one another. Talked about the Benzie Bus and the 
shuttling service they are doing for summer events. The county will be holding 
meetings regarding Pt. Betsie since it is such a major attraction in the county and they 
need to look at parking and restroom in that area. August 2nd is the Blueberry Festival 
for the Maples. Griner also touched on the employment opportunities in Northern 
Michigan and the lack of workers and the need for immigration reform. 
 
Departmental Reports 
Instead of each department head going over their report Mayor Johnson 
asked the council if they had any questions regarding any of the 
department head reports. 
 
Clerk/Treasurer – The city sells our red bags to Village of Elberta residents and  
keeps the funds generated from the sales here at the City.   Clerk will be looking at 
bids for IT services. 
 
Superintendent – Cannon Park will be looking nice with its new facelift.  
 
Chief of Police – The police department has a normal charge for police reports as 
does the State.  New signs will be out for the 4th of July regarding what is not allowed 
on the beach. 
 
Old Business 
 
A) Goals for the City – Mayor Johnson 
 
Johnson made up a new list of goals for the City.  Which are as follows: 
 

• Lockhart Field renovations in conjunction with the FEAA 
 

• Start construction next spring of new recreation center in conjunction 
with the Masons. 

 

• Re-do 2nd Street paving. 
 

• Finish Master Plan for Park/Launch Ramp 
 

• Finish 5-yr plan for Capital Improvements 
 

• Assign new Chief of Police (trial basis) 
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B)  Ordinance D-1 of 2014 (Zoning Ordinance) 
 
This agenda item was table until after public hearings of the Planning Commission. 
   
New Business 
 
A) Approval of Finance Committee Recommendations - Holwerda 
 
Motion by Luedtke, seconded by Condon to authorize the City Clerk/Treasurer and 
her Deputy Treasurer to bring line items needed year-to-date and make whatever 
budget amendments are necessary to balance the budget for 2013/2014 and to make 
transfers needed in closing out the fiscal year in order to have positive balances in all 
funds as required and authorize the recommendations of the finance committee to 
move a portion of any excess funds to unfunded liabilities. 
 
RC:  Yeas: All  Nays: None     Motion  CARRIED  
 
 
B)  Appeal of FOIA Request - Kidder 
 
Motion by Johnson, seconded by Holwerda to deny the appeal of the FOIA request 
dated April 30, 2014 from Matt Troutman for reasons stated in a letter dated May 2, 
2014. 
 
RC:  Yeas: All  Nays: None     Motion  CARRIED  
 
C)  MDNR Agreement Addendum – Mills 
 
Motion by Condon, seconded by Walenta to allow City Superintendent Josh Mills to 
sign the agreement addendum between the City of Frankfort and MDNR for the time 
extension on the grant for the emergency dredging project as well as approve the 
resolution for said addendum. 
 
RC:  Yeas: Condon, Holwerda, Johnson, Walenta  Nays: None    
         Abstain: Luedtke    Motion  CARRIED 
 
D) Committee Appointments –Mayor Johnson 
 
Motion by Mayor Johnson (no second required) to re-appoint Jon Armstrong to the 
Benzie Shores District Library Board for a three year term, Patricia Storrer to the 
Frankfort City-County Airport Authority for a three-year term and Judy Macey to the 
Tree Board for a one-year term. 
 
RC:  Yeas: All  Nays: None     Motion  CARRIED  
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E) Metro Act Right-of-Way Permit Extension 
 
Motion by Luedtke, seconded by Walenta to allow City Clerk Kimberly Kidder to sign 
the Metro Act R.O.W. Extension Permit on behalf of the City of Frankfort. 
 
RC:  Yeas: All  Nays: None     Motion  CARRIED  
 
 
F)  Capital Improvement Plan - Mills 
 
Motion by Holwerda, seconded by Johnson to allow Joshua Mills, City 
Superintendent to sign the work authorization agreement with Grand Traverse 
Engineering, LLC (Jeff Cockfield) to perform a detailed Capital Improvement Plan for 
the City at a cost not to exceed $12,000.00 from the following line items from the 
fiscal year 2014/2015 operating budget: 101.299.801 - $2,000; 101.751.970 - 
$500.00; 202.451.970 - $2000; 203.451.970 - $2,000; 591.535.591.801 - $2000; 
592.535.590.801 - $2,000; 594.535.970.100 - $1,500. 
 
RC:  Yeas: All  Nays: None     Motion  CARRIED  
 
 
G)  Rotary Charities - Planning Grant DDA - Mills 
 
 
Motion by Condon, seconded by Walenta to allow City Superintendent Josh Mills to 
submit a grant to the Rotary Charities to fund expenses associated with the creation 
and adoption of a Development /TIF Plan for the City of Frankfort DDA.  Planning  
Grants approved by Rotary Charities are in the amount of $5,000.00. The minimum 
match required by the city, if approved, is $1,200.00 which is budgeted under 
professional services. 
 
RC:  Yeas: All  Nays: None     Motion  CARRIED 
 
PUBLIC INPUT – 
 
Patricia Storrer – 424 Corning Ave.  – Review of Master Plan will not be nearly as 
difficult as when it was done last time. 
 
Norma Elias – 107 Park Ave. – Asked that the Airport Authority be sent a letter 
regarding the appointment. Asked about the Cavric settlement. 
 
Alma Penfold House – 221 Michigan Ave. – Wondered why the fire report is not 
reported on anymore. Mills gave her the figures on the fire and 1st Responder runs. 
 
pim Dodge – 649 Crystal Ave. – Council should not demean a person for asking a 
question. 
 
Jon Armstrong – 1 Sac St. – Glad to hear that the council is working towards 
decreasing their unfunded liability. 
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Adjournment 
 
Motion by Condon, seconded by Holwerda to adjourn the meeting at 8:45 p.m. 
  
RC:  Yeas: Holwerda, Johnson, Condon, Walenta  Nays: None    
         Absent: Luedtke    Motion  CARRIED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________  __________________________ 
Robert J. Johnson, Mayor    Kimberly K. Kidder, Clerk/Treasurer  


