
    Regular Council Meeting 
Tuesday, May 19, 2015 
412 Main St. - City Hall 

Frankfort, Michigan 49635 (231) 352-7117 
 
 
 
Meeting was called to order by Mayor Johnson at 5:30 p.m. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance  
 
Roll Call – 
  
Present: Holwerda, Johnson, Luedtke, Walenta   Absent: Condon 
Also Present: Department Heads–Kidder, Mills, Lozowski   Public - 4 
 
Request to Appear Before Council 
 
Ed Roupe – Benzie County & Little Rock, AK - Spoke regarding annual dinner for 
seniors in nursing facilities. This event was started 27 years ago by Mr. Roupe to 
honor the invaluable contributions of our area seniors. Roupe will also be making a 
documentary film to help people with loved ones in nursing homes.  
 
Public Input  
None 
 

Correspondence 
 
Charter – New channel - Liquidation Channel 
Michigan Par Plan - Dividend from the 2011/12 insurance premium in the amount of             
$432.40 

 
Approval of Minutes 
 
Motion by Walenta, seconded by Holwerda to approve regular minutes of 04/21/2015  
as presented. 
 
RC:  Yeas: Holwerda, Johnson, Luedtke, Walenta       Nays: None  
Absent: Condon       Motion   CARRIED  
 
Approval of Bills 
 
Motion by Johnson, seconded by Walenta to approve prepaid vouchers #46352-
46378 and 46380-46413 in the amount of $106,698.34 of which $23,207.00 was for 
Marina floating docks and $20,000.00 was paid for Fire Tanker Payment. Payroll 
vouchers #29067-29150  in the amount of $39,049.46. 
 
RC:  Yeas: Holwerda, Johnson, Luedtke, Walenta       Nays: None  
Absent: Condon       Motion  CARRIED  
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Motion by Johnson, seconded by Luedtke approving monthly Vouchers #46379  in 
the amount of $666.00 to Daniel J. Walenta for snow removal/repairs and 
maintenance contracts as presented. 
  
RC:  Yeas: Holwerda, Johnson, Luedtke       Nays: None  
Absent: Condon  Abstained: Walenta   Motion  CARRIED  
 
Motion by Holwerda, seconded by Walenta approving Vouchers #46414 - 46453 in 
the amount of $89,366.20 as presented. 
 
RC:  Yeas: Holwerda, Johnson, Luedtke, Walenta       Nays: None  
Absent: Condon       Motion  CARRIED  
 
Committee Reports 
a) Personnel/Public Safety 
No meeting. 
 
b) Finance 
Budget amendments are on the agenda. Everything is looking good as we approach 
year end. Next finance meeting will be June 11th at 9:00 a.m. 
 
c) Water/Sewer & Solid Waste  
No meeting. 
 
Recreation Board  
No meeting. Will be scheduling a meeting soon.  There have been donations toward a 
skate park and also toward renovations at Bellows Park. 
 
e) Fire Advisory  
Firefighters are taking their scheduled training classes. Mills is waiting to hear from 
the FEMA grant for turnout gear. 
 
f)  Planning Commission  
The May 12th planning commission meeting was cancelled due to lack of quorum. 
  
g) Airport Authority  
There was a lack of quorum so minutes from prior meeting have not been approved. 
TKS Securities did give a presentation on security cameras. The authority will be 
looking at Homeland Security for grants. Jay Darling has an additional request for 
reimbursement.  Jet fuel was discussed.   
 
h) Grants 
Mills is looking to apply to the Par Plan for security cameras for the lighthouse. 
 
i)  BLUA 
Everything running well. 
 
j) Brownfield Redevelopment 
No meeting. 
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k) Marina Authority 
The marina authority met today and approved the hiring of Zach Wallace as well as 
the seasonal pay. This is now on the agenda for this meeting. 
 
l) Tree Board 
Arbor Day went well. There are work bees scheduled with the National Honor Society 
for weeding and caring for the parks. The tree board is focusing on the preservation of 
the trees. 
 
m) Downtown Development Authority 
Meeting May 4th to discuss the Development and TIF (tax increment financing) Plan. 
Discuss the Benzie Bus pickups at specific points like the beach and Family Fare 
starting on the 4th of July to Labor Day. Clockwork 360 presented a web design and 
marketing presentation to promote Frankfort.  
 
n) Commissioner’s Report 
Commissioner Griner announced that there will be a FOIA workshop on June 4th at 
the county. There will be a new roof installed on the Maples building.  This will be 
paid for by the county in order to get the building up and running. The county will 
then look towards compensation through contractor/architect liability insurance.   
 
County Administrator Carl Sparks will be leaving and the county again will be looking 
to fill this position. The Benzie Bus and the jail will be asking for millage renewals in 
August.  The annual tax sale is scheduled for August 22nd at the casino in Manistee.  
The Economic Development Committee is looking at using Fresh Water to promote 
tourism since in this area you are no more than 5 minutes away from fresh water.  
Crystal Mountain is investing 9.5 million dollars in new construction to enhance their 
resort. 
 
Departmental Reports 
 
Chief of Police – Lozowski has sent all of the unclaimed bikes over to BACN. 
Walenta asked how long the bikes are kept. Lozowski stated that he will keep them for 
a year before donating to BACN.  Lozowski also mentioned that the IRS calls to 
homeowners are scams. The IRS will contact you by mail and will never demand 
payment over the phone with a debit or credit card. 
 
Superintendent – Mills informed public on the number of fire and first responder 
calls for the month of April. Flow testing and flushing mains have been underway in 
the evenings so there is less disruption to residents. The fire department will get their 
ISO rating tomorrow. Mills is hoping that the rating will go down from the current 
rating of 6.  Mills is projecting that in discussion with Gourdie Fraser, that the Tobin 
project may start by this fall. The Oliver Art Center is looking to add on another 
classroom to the existing building. There is an anonymous pledge from a resident for 
the lighthouse preservation  in the amount of $40,000. 
 
 Clerk/Treasurer – The State will be reimbursing the City for the May election in 
the amount of $874.75. The budget is complete with only a minor change in taxes 
which will be adjusted in the public budget.  The public hearing and adoption of the  
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budget is scheduled for June 1st at 5:15 p.m. and 5:30 p.m. respectively.  Changing to 
a government plan for the mobile phones saved the City over $200 per month. Next 
month Emerson Hilton from Olson, Bzdok and Howard will be presenting the 
changes in the FOIA to the council and will have drafted a policy and guidelines for 
the council to approve that states all that is mandated by the State of Michigan. 
 
Old Business 
None 

New Business 
A)  Budget Amendments – Holwerda 
 
Motion by Luedtke, seconded by Walenta to authorize budget amendments as 
presented. 
 
RC:  Yeas: Holwerda, Johnson, Luedtke, Walenta       Nays: None  
Absent: Condon       Motion  CARRIED  
 
B)  2015/16 City Attorney Contract - Kidder 
 
Chris Bzdok was present at the meeting if the council had any questions for him. 
Holwerda thanked him for his services over the past year. 
 
Motion by Holwerda, seconded by Walenta to approve the Agreement with Olson, 
Bzdok and Howard for legal services for a one-year term to expire on June 30, 2016 
as presented. 
 
RC:  Yeas: Holwerda, Johnson, Luedtke, Walenta       Nays: None  
Absent: Condon       Motion  CARRIED  
 
C)  Agreement to Collect Summer School Property Taxes - Kidder 
 
Motion by Holwerda, seconded by Walenta to approve the Agreement for Collection 
of Summer School Property Taxes between the City of Frankfort and Frankfort–
Elberta Area Schools and authorize Clerk/Treasurer, Mayor and a councilmember to 
sign on behalf of the City. 
 
RC:  Yeas: Holwerda, Johnson, Luedtke, Walenta       Nays: None  
Absent: Condon       Motion  CARRIED  
 
D)  Interim Marina Manager Contract - Mills 
 
Motion by Johnson, seconded by Walenta to approve a 1-year contract for Zach 
Wallace, Interim Marina Manager, with a salary of $18,000.00. 
 
RC:  Yeas: Holwerda, Johnson, Luedtke, Walenta       Nays: None  
Absent: Condon       Motion  CARRIED  
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E)  Temporary Part-time Employee Contract- Mills 
 
Motion by Johnson, seconded by Walenta to approve Temporary Part-Time 
Employees contract as presented. 
 
RC:  Yeas: Holwerda, Johnson, Luedtke, Walenta       Nays: None  
Absent: Condon       Motion  CARRIED  
 
PUBLIC INPUT – 
 
Roger Griner – Commented that it is hard to find kids that want to work. Many 
contractors go right to the trade schools to hire them as soon as they get out of school. 
 
Josh Mills  - Mentioned that the Marina Capital Improvement Bond that the City is 
asking for has a 45 day right of referendum. During that time if the residents want 
this to come before the electorate they need to petition to have it placed on the ballot. 
If this happens, it goes before the voters so the improvements may not happen this 
year. 
 
Adjournment 
 
Motion by Walenta, seconded by Johnson to adjourn the meeting at 6:47 p.m. 
  
RC:  Yeas: Holwerda, Johnson, Luedtke, Walenta       Nays: None  
Absent: Condon       Motion   CARRIED  
 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________  __________________________ 
Robert J. Johnson, Mayor    Kimberly K. Kidder, Clerk/Treasurer  


