
    Regular Council Meeting 
Tuesday, May 17, 2016 
412 Main St. - City Hall 

Frankfort, Michigan 49635 (231) 352-7117 
 
 
Meeting was called to order by Mayor Johnson at 5:30 p.m. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance  
 
Roll Call –  
Present: Condon, Holwerda, Johnson, Luedtke, Walenta   Absent: None 
Also Present: Department Heads–Kidder, Mills, Lozowski   Public – 7 
 
Request to Appear Before Council 
Chris Bzdok – Olson, Bzdok & Howard – Bzdok’s firm has taken care of the City’s 
legal issues over the last year in the transition from McKay & McKay who maintain 
counsel to OB&H.  Bzdok expressed the firm’s interest in another agreement with the 
City of Frankfort for the 2016-2017 year. The firm is proposing an increase of $5 per 
hour from $140 to $145. 
 
Condon mentioned that there was some slow turnaround time on some of the zoning 
issues and would like to see that improve. Bzdok was not aware of this and asked that 
if there is a need for counsel call him first. 
 
Johnson asked that we take care of agenda item (a) under new business Attorney 
Contract now so Mr. Bzdok does not have to wait around. 
 
Motion by Holwerda, seconded by Walenta to approve the agreement with Olson, 
Bzdok & Howard for legal services for a one-year term commencing July 1, 2016 to 
expire June 30, 2017 as presented. 
 
RC:  Yeas: All    Nays: None     Motion   CARRIED  
 
Sam Barresi and Maurice Stahl – Planning Commission members – Addressed 
council on the recommendations from the Planning Commission regarding city 
restrooms and parking issues. Barresi and Stahl wanted to be available to answer any 
questions regarding their research.  
 
Holwerda thanked the members for the hard work and research they put into their 
recommendations, but felt that the Mineral Springs restroom should be first priority 
over the Lake Michigan Beach restroom.  
 
Public Input  
 
Rick Schmitt – 331 Forest Ave. – Frankfort business owner – Applauded the planning 
commission sub-committee for their hard work on answers to the restroom problems 
and the council for their efforts to improve the City.  Schmitt also wanted to thank the 
City for the waste receptacles on Main St. and wondered if they couldn’t be left out 
longer than the summer season and maybe a few permanent ones. 
 
Correspondence 
None 
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Approval of Minutes 
Motion by Holwerda, seconded by Walenta to approve regular meeting minutes of 
04/20/2016 as presented. 
 
RC:  Yeas: All     Nays: None       Motion   CARRIED 
 
Approval of Bills 
Motion by Holwerda, seconded by Condon to approve prepaid vouchers #47691-
47698, 47699-47736 in the amount of $59,501.76. Payroll vouchers #30281-30362 in 
the amount of $41,784.80. 
 
RC:  Yeas: All    Nays: None     Motion   CARRIED  
 
Motion by Holwerda, seconded by Johnson approving monthly vouchers #47737-
47784 in the amount of $95,623.18 and check #47787 in the amount of $21,000.00. 
  
RC:  Yeas: All    Nays: None     Motion   CARRIED  
 
Committee Reports 
a) Personnel 
None 
 
b) Public Safety 
Conducted interviews for the part-time seasonal patrolman. 
 
c) Finance 
No meeting.  Met for budget workshops to finish the proposed budget. The next 
finance meeting will be June 14th at 9:30 a.m. 
 
d) Water/Sewer & Solid Waste  
No meeting. Discussed the sewer fund during budget workshops. Sewer increase on 
the agenda. 
 
e) Recreation Board  
No meeting. 
 
f) Fire Advisory  
No meeting. 
 
g)  Planning Commission  
Minutes are in the book. There is a sign regulation workshop tomorrow, a walkability 
workshop on May 25th and a PILT workshop on June 8th. 
 
h) Airport Authority  
The authority made up two budgets, one with contributions from City, County and 
Twp. and one without contributions. Leroy Reed has been helping out at the airport. 
 
i) Grants 
Did some work with Alliance for Economic Success and working with Kate Redman 
on crowd-funding campaigns. 
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j)  BLUA 
Everything flowing well at the plant. 
 
k) Marina Authority 
No meeting. Jeff and Mark are doing a great job. 26 of the 34 slips are filled. 
  
l) Tree Board 
At the tree farm 35 to 40 trees were repotted. On May 19th the National Honor 
Society will be working with the tree board on the trees around the city for 
Community Tree Day. Next meeting will be June 14th at 1:30 p.m. There will be a 
presentation regarding whitetail deer by Randy Baker at City Hall on June 16th at 7 
p.m. 
 
m) Downtown Development Authority 
Moving ahead with RFP for website, branding and marketing strategy. The authority 
is also looking at parking issues with the planning commission sub-committee. 
 
n) Commissioner’s Report 
Commissioner Griner is unable to attend due to health issues. 
 
Departmental Reports 
Clerk/Treasurer – The millage rate reduced by Headlee gives the City only a very 
slight increase in taxes. The office staff is cracking down on delinquent water/sewer 
customers. Delinquent accounts will be tagged and turned off if they do not stand up 
to their commitment on arrangements made with the City.  
 
Josh, Chris and Kim met with Matt Biolette from Republic Waste to work on the new 
flyer for the roll out cart program. There will be seasonal and annual rates that follow 
with our fiscal year.  
 
Kidder worked on lowering BC/BS rates and will bring before council. Computer 
equipment for the police department has been purchased. 
 
Superintendent – Luedtke asked Mills about the cost of bleachers for the ball field. 
Mills thought it would be around $50,000 with ADA ramps and aluminum.  Mills is 
looking at other alternatives that include split-faced block, with storage underneath 
the bleachers and aluminum.   
 
There were no fire runs for Frankfort this past month. Mills stated the crew was busy 
getting everything ready for the upcoming summer season. The SAW grant is moving 
along. Mills believes this will be a great tool for the City to have the GPS mapping and 
places televised to see exactly where there are problems in the sewer lines. 
 
Chief of Police – There is a meeting scheduled for a 4th of July action plan on June 
13th at Station 4. Lozowski will be putting out life rings and throw bags on Thursday. 
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Old Business 
A)  Bayou by the Bay -  Mills  
 
Motion by Holwerda, seconded by Walenta to allow Grow Benzie to host its Bayou by 
the Bay event on August 13, 2016 from 3 to 11 p.m. Frankfort PD to confirm special 
liquor license guidelines for the event.   
 
Yeas: All    Nays: None     Motion   CARRIED  
 

New Business 
A)  Attorney Contract – Kidder 
Motion under Request to Appear 
 
 
B)  Approval of Finance Committee Recommendations - Holwerda 
 
Motion by Luedtke, seconded by Condon to authorize the City Clerk/Treasurer an her 
Deputy Treasurer to bring line items needed year-to-date by making whatever budget 
amendments are necessary to balance the budget for 2015/2016, to make transfers 
needed in closing out the fiscal year in order to have positive balances in all funds as 
required and authorize the recommendations of the finance committee to move a 
portion of any excess funds to unfunded liabilities. 
 
RC:  Yeas: All    Nays: None     Motion   CARRIED  
                     
 
C)  Blue Cross Benefit Change - Kidder 
 
Motion by Holwerda, seconded by Condon to switch to Community Blue PPO Gold 
$3000 with hardcap for employee healthcare coverage. 
 
RC:  Yeas: All    Nays: None     Motion   CARRIED  
 
 
D)  T-Mobile License Agreement - Mills 
 
Motion by Condon, seconded by Walenta to approve a 3 year lease with T-Mobile 
Central, LLC for space on the elevated tank and ground space adjacent to the tank to 
accommodate their cellular needs. The approval is based on a $600.00 per month 
rental fee and a one time upfront fee of $1,500.00. The annual fee will increase 3% 
per year. 
 
RC:  Yeas: All    Nays: None     Motion   CARRIED  
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E)  NRFTA Resolution - Mills 

Motion by Johnson, seconded by Walenta to approve the Separation Resolution 
between the City of Frankfort and NRFTA (Northwest Regional Fire Training Center 
Authority  
 
RC:  Yeas: All    Nays: None     Motion   CARRIED  
          
 
F)  Part-time Seasonal Patrolman position - Lozowski 
 
Motion  by Holwerda, seconded by Johnson to offer a part-time seasonal patrolman 
position to Chad Rosinski. 
 
RC:  Yeas: All    Nays: None     Motion   CARRIED  
 
 
G)  Sewer Rates – Mills 
 
Motion  by Condon, seconded by Luedtke to raise the sanitary sewer base rate fee 
from $22.50 to $25.00 per month effective on the next cycle billing. 
 
RC:  Yeas: All    Nays: None     Motion   CARRIED 
 
 
H)  Fire Truck Acquistion - Mills 
 
Motion by Holwerda, seconded by Condon to utilize cash from the fire fund to 
purchase a 2016 Ram 3500 4x4 from Watson’s in Benzonia. 
 
RC:  Yeas: All    Nays: None     Motion   CARRIED  
 
 
I)  Cops Hiring Program (CHP) Grant - Lozowski 
 
Motion by Holwerda, seconded by Johnson to apply for COPS hiring program grant. 
 
RC:   Yeas: Holwerda     Nays: Condon, Johnson, Luedtke, Walenta 
        Motion   DENIED  
   
 
H)  Fire & First Responder Budgets & Contracts - Mills 
 
Motion by Holwerda, seconded by Condon to approve 2016/2017 Fire & First 
Responders Budget and Contracts for all municipalities within the Frankfort Fire 
District. 
 
RC:  Yeas: All    Nays: None     Motion   CARRIED  
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J)  Basketball Courts – Mills 
 
Motion by Holwerda, seconded by Condon to proceed with a capital outlay associated 
with restoration of the upper and lower basketball courts at Market Square Park with 
Hentco for $16,235.00 payable out of line 101-751.000.970.200. This may roll into FY 
2016/17 and if it does I would like to carry over remaining funds from FY 2015/2016 
to FY 2016/2017. 
 
RC:  Yeas: All    Nays: None     Motion   CARRIED  
          
 
K)  Approve Proposed 2016/2017 Budget & Millages 
 
Motion by Johnson, seconded by Holwerda to approve the proposed 2016/2017 
budget and millage rates for adoption on or before the first Monday in June 2016. 
 
RC:  Yeas: Condon, Holwerda, Johnson, Walenta   Nays:  Luedtke  
        Motion   CARRIED  
 
L) Department Head Contract Changes – Mayor Johnson 
 
This agenda item was TABLED until next month. 
 
 
PUBLIC INPUT – 
 
Maurice Stahl  - Planning Commission member -  The Planning Commission sub-
committee had discussed pay stations for parking but tonight there was mention 
about a pay station at the launch ramp. Mills is looking into the costs versus having 
an attendant who cannot possibly be there as long as the facility is open.  The revenue 
generated from a having a pay station could pay for itself. 
 
Alma Penfold – 221 Michigan Ave. – Wanted to express her disapproval of the sewer 
rate increase for those like her on a fixed income especially since the rates were raised  
within the last two years. 
 
Adjournment 
 
Motion by Condon, seconded by Holwerda to adjourn the meeting at 7:10 p.m. 
  
RC:  Yeas: All    Nays: None     Motion   CARRIED  
 
 
 
__________________________  __________________________ 
Robert J. Johnson, Mayor     Kimberly K. Kidder, Clerk/Treasurer  


