
    Regular Council Meeting 
Tuesday, March 18, 2014 

412 Main St. - City Hall 
Frankfort, Michigan 49635 (231) 352-7117 

 
 
 
 
Meeting was called to order by Mayor Pro-Tem Holwerda at 3:00 p.m.    
 
Pledge of Allegiance  
 
Roll Call - Present: Condon, Holwerda, Luedtke   Absent: Jackson, Johnson 

Public – 16 Also Present: Attys. Joan McKay and Chris Bzdok 
 
Request to Appear Before Council 
 
Marlene Wood – Benzie County Solid Waste/Recycling Coordinator – Presented 
Council with the 2013 Annual Recycling Report. 
 
Public Input  
 
Bob Dittrich – Park Ave. – Dittrich was happy to hear from Marlene Wood and that 
she could come and give her presentation to the City. He stated that Wood does an 
outstanding job for the community. Dittrich also appreciated the notice regarding the 
time change and glad that the basketball team has the support from the community. 
 
Tom Twigg - 682 Lake Street  -  Twigg thought the council individually are intelligent 
,however as a group they are not conducting themselves well in the issue of Officer 
Cavric. The council is being unfair to Officer Cavric and the community as a whole. 
Twigg was glad to see that Cavric now has a car, however he was not happy that 
Lozowski uses the City patrol car to drive to and from work. The City needs to look at 
an individual like Dick Haan to be on the council or someone who is non-partisan in 
dealing with this situation. 
 
Mary Beth Rice – Second Street – Rice has the same sentiments as Mr. Twigg 
regarding the police department. She stated there is a lack of law an order in 
Frankfort. She stated she was assaulted in the Glen’s parking lot and has gotten no 
follow up or resolution to her complaint. The case was first taken by Redder and then 
given to Lozowski. When she tried to get some action from Lozowski he was not 
helpful. He stated if I persisted he could arrest me. Why is he protecting the assailant 
and not the victim? 
 
Jon Douglas Holmes – 718 Forest Ave. – Holmes felt that Cavric has had his chance 
in Frankfort as well as Grand Rapids and Kalkaska. He drew a gun on a 12-year old in 
her own home. We can forgive for lots of things but not this. The City should look at 
having a constable force. The people would be elected and if the don’t do they job they 
wouldn’t be voted back in office. This would minimize the liability to the City. Holmes 
also feels that some of the zoning ordinance amendments are unconstitutional and 
may be violating our civil rights. 
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Thelma Rider-Novak – 1019 River Road - Speaking for Norma Elias – Read a letter 
from Norma Elias who was unable to attend this meeting. The letter stated that 
JoAnn Holwerda had used the City’s file room and material for her personal use. Elias 
was present at the time of the incident and asked Holwerda if she was helping Kim 
and Holwerda stated she was putting together her program books for PEO. 
 
Thelma Rider-Novak – 1019 River Road - Rider-Novak also wanted to point out that 
she was not accusing Kim Kidder of not giving her the information regarding her 
FOIA request.  Rider-Novak was making the point that no written directives were give 
to Officer Cavric that he could come in from the cold to work on other duties. She also 
pointed out that Josh Mills did instruct the Mayor not to send him any obscene 
material via e-mail. Rider-Novak also wanted to point out the use of City property for 
coffee hour. No one should be allowed in the City offices except by appointment 
unless the rooms are accessible to all citizens. 
 
Dick Haan – 719 Leelanau Ave. - Last October Gary Kirkpatrick came before the 
council with recommendations for the launch ramp. Haan wondered if any of these 
recommendations were being addressed such as having a board or authority. Haan 
also inquired about the City’s audit review.  Holwerda informed him that is was 
presented in December. 
 
Correspondence 
Charter – Information about changing to digital  
Frankfort-Elberta Chamber of Commerce – Thank you for help with Shiver by the 
River 
Sandy Jackson – Resignation Letter 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
Motion by Condon, seconded by Luedtke to approve regular minutes of 02/18/2014 
as presented. 
 
RC:  Yeas: All   Nays: None   Motion  CARRIED  
         Absent: Jackson, Johnson 
 
Approval of Bills 
 
Motion by Holwerda, seconded by Condon to approve prepaid vouchers #44841-
44902 in the amount of $152,208.43. Payroll vouchers #27821-27887 in the amount 
of $36,791.90. 
 
RC:  Yeas: All   Nays: None   Motion  CARRIED  
         Absent: Jackson, Johnson 
 
Motion by Condon, seconded by Luedtke approving monthly Vouchers #44903-
44944 in the amount of $67,463.66 as presented. 
 
RC:  Yeas: All   Nays: None   Motion  CARRIED  
         Absent: Jackson, Johnson 
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Committee Reports 
 
a) Personnel/Public Safety 
Personnel committee met concerning a letter from Officer Cavric to Holwerda. 
Condon stood in for Mayor Johnson. 
 
b) Finance 
Met this month to go over budget amendments. Next meeting will be April 8th at 9:00 
a.m. followed by a budget workshop. Another Budget workshop will be held on April 
14th at 1:00 p.m. 
 
c) Water/Sewer & Solid Waste  
No meeting.  
 
d) Recreation Board  
No meeting. 
 
e) Fire Advisory  
Will be scheduling a meeting soon. 
 
f)  Planning Commission  
There was a Public Hearing on March 11, 2014. There were lots of questions and was a 
very productive meeting. There will be another meeting on March 25th to present the 
changes and any further suggestions. The new chair of the Planning Commission is 
Cory Bissell, Vice Chair – Sam Baressi, Secretary – Melina Penne and member to the 
Zoning Board of Appeals – Kim Fairchild. 
  
g) Airport Authority  
Condon reported that they are still working the ALP (Airport Layout Plan). The 
airport was closed for a while due to the large amounts of snow we received. They are 
looking at changing the airspace but there will be no tree cutting.  
 
h) Grants 
No meeting.  
 
i)  BLUA 
No meeting. Mills will be attending on Thursday and asking for help regarding the 
run water issue. Will be requesting BLUA to use an average usage estimate on the 
sewer due to running water issues. 
 
j) Brownfield Redevelopment 
No meeting. 
 
k) Marina Authority 
No meeting. Mills will need to schedule.  
 
l) Tree Board 
The board discussed the Arbor Day celebration, getting the seedlings and spring 
activities. They also discussed garlic mustard and a buyer for the timber at 7th Street 
beach. 



Regular Minutes 
March 18, 2014 
Page – 4 – 
 
 
m) Downtown Development Authority 
Discussed creation and development of a TIF plan. 
 
n) Commissioner’s Report 
Commissioner Griner attended the Michigan Council of Governments meeting. 
Michigan is working hard to get more computer numerically controlled machine 
processes. There is a resolution at the state level to get the asian carp out of the 
Michigan waterways. Griner stated that the commission is looking at the road end at 
Pt. Betsie. The parking is a disaster waiting to happen and they are looking at 
changing the road end. Bill Kennis is the new director of Benzie Bus. Griner is pleased 
with the community support and enthusiasm for the Frankfort High School sports. 
The Senate passed a bill for more appropriations for roads due to the harsh winter.  
 
Departmental Reports 
 
Instead of each department head going over their report Mayor Johnson 
asked the council if they had any questions regarding any of the 
department head reports. 
 
Clerk/Treasurer – No questions for Clerk. 
 
Superintendent – Mills reported that as of this date there have been 15 homes or 
businesses with frozen pipes. Mills urged residents to continue to run their water.  
 
Chief of Police – No questions for Lozowski. 
 
Old Business 
None 
 
New Business 
A) Attorney Contract/Memorandum of Agreement - Kidder 
 
City Attorney Joan McKay introduced Chris Bzdok from the firm Olsen, Bzdok and 
Howard and gave some background on McKay’s process in picking this firm as their 
successors. McKay stated that they (the McKays) would stay on through December of 
this year and then be “of counsel” beginning next year. The new firm would also 
retain all of the records pertaining to the City of Frankfort. 
    
Motion by Luedtke, seconded by Condon to approve the “Memorandum of 
Agreement” with McKay & McKay and Olson, Bzdok and Howard for legal services for  
a one-year term to expire on June 30, 2015 as presented. 
 
RC: Yeas: Condon, Holwerda, Luedtke  Nays: None Absent: Jackson, Johnson 
       Motion  CARRIED 
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B)  Budget Amendments - Kidder 
 
Motion by Luedtke, seconded by Condon to approve the budget amendments as 
presented. 
 
RC: Yeas: Condon, Holwerda, Luedtke  Nays: None Absent: Jackson, Johnson 
       Motion  CARRIED 
 
C)  Internet, E-mail, Social Media and Mobile Devices Policy - Kidder 
 
Condon asked if we could add mobile devices to the policy. Chris Bzdok stated he 
could put that in the policy. 
 
Motion by Condon, seconded by Luedtke to approve the Internet, E-Mail, Social 
Media and Mobile Devices Policy as presented. 
 
RC: Yeas: Condon, Holwerda, Luedtke  Nays: None Absent: Jackson, Johnson 
       Motion  CARRIED 
 
D) Record Retention Policy - Kidder 
 
Motion by Holwerda, seconded by Luedtke to have the City of Frankfort Government 
follow the Records Management Manual for Local Governments published by 
Records Management Services (RMS) an agency within the Michigan Department of 
Technology, Management and Budget. Adopting schedules #8, #11, #18, #23, #24, 
#26, #28, #30 and #31 as presented. 
 

• #8  General Schedule for Cities and Villages 
• #11** General Schedule for Local Law Enforcement 
• #18** General Schedule for Fire/Ambulance Departments 
• #23** Election Records 
• #24 City and Village Clerks 
• #26 Local Government Human Resources 
• #28 City and Village Treasurers 
• #30** Local Government Information Technology 
• #31 Local Government Financial Records 

 
RC: Yeas: Condon, Holwerda, Luedtke  Nays: None Absent: Jackson, Johnson 
       Motion  CARRIED 
 
E) Agreement to Collect Summer School Property Taxes – Kidder 
 
Motion by Condon, seconded by Luedtke to approve the Agreement for Collection of 
Summer School Property Taxes between the City of Frankfort and Traverse Bay 
Intermediate School District and authorize Clerk/Treasurer and Mayor or Mayor Pro-
Tem to sign for the City. 
 
RC: Yeas: Condon, Holwerda, Luedtke  Nays: None Absent: Jackson, Johnson 
       Motion  CARRIED 
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F)  Appeal of FOIA Request – Kidder 
 
 
Motion by Luedtke, seconded by Holwerda to deny the appeal of the FOIA requested 
dated January 8, 2014 from Thelma Rider-Novak because the record she requested 
does not exist and have the Mayor Pro-Tem respond to Rider-Novak in writing. 
 
RC: Yeas: Condon, Holwerda, Luedtke  Nays: None Absent: Jackson, Johnson 
       Motion  CARRIED 
 
G)  Marina Manager Contract – Mills 
 
 
Motion by Condon, seconded by Luedtke to approve a 1-year contract for Walter 
Poynor, Marina Manager, with a salary of $24,000.00. 
 
RC: Yeas: Condon, Holwerda, Luedtke  Nays: None Absent: Jackson, Johnson 
      Motion  CARRIED 
 
H)  Water Meter Reader Contract – Mills 
 
 
Motion by Luedtke, seconded by Condon to approve a 1-year contract with Sam 
Tesaker valued at $750.00 per month. 
 
RC: Yeas: Condon, Holwerda, Luedtke  Nays: None Absent: Jackson, Johnson 
       Motion  CARRIED 
 
I) Launch Ramp Contract – Mills 
 
 
Motion by Holwerda, seconded by Condon to approve a 1-year contract with Gary 
Kirkpatrick valued at $17,000.00. 
 
RC: Yeas: Condon, Holwerda, Luedtke  Nays: None Absent: Jackson, Johnson 
       Motion  CARRIED 
 
J)  MDOT Contract – Safe Routes to Schools – Mills 
 
 
Motion by Luedtke, seconded by Condon to allow Joshua Mills to sign MOT contract 
#14-5043 and resolution for the Safe Routes to Schools project. 
 
RC: Yeas: Condon, Holwerda, Luedtke  Nays: None Absent: Jackson, Johnson 
       Motion  CARRIED 
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K)  Request to Apply for Grant Funds for the Frankfort Police 
Department – Lozowski 
 
Motion by Condon, seconded by Luedtke to allow Rob Lozowski to apply for a grant 
totaling $9,887.00 for the purchase of a new in-car computer and a radar unit 
through the State Homeland Security Program. 
 
RC: Yeas: Condon, Holwerda, Luedtke  Nays: None Absent: Jackson, Johnson 
       Motion  CARRIED 
 
L) Vacation Time Carry-Over –Lozowski 
 
Motion by Holwerda, seconded by Luedtke to approve the carry over of 57 hours 
vacation for Rob Lozowski, 17 of the 57 hours are to be used up 90 (ninety) days from 
anniversary date. 
 
RC: Yeas: Condon, Holwerda, Luedtke  Nays: None Absent: Jackson, Johnson 
       Motion  CARRIED 
 
M) Accept Council Resignation – Holwerda 
 
Motion by Condon, seconded by Luedtke to accept the council resignation of Sandra 
Jackson and place an ad in the paper for residents interested in filling her position 
until November 2015. 
 
RC: Yeas: Condon, Holwerda, Luedtke   Nays: None  Absent: Johnson 
       Motion  CARRIED 
 
PUBLIC INPUT – 
 
Thelma Rider-Novak – 1019 River Road – In clarifying the FOIA appeal the directive 
to Officer Cavric to come inside in extreme weather was never in writing until after 
there were complaints called into City Hall.   
 
Pim Dodge – 649 Crystal Drive – Dodge called Charter and received two boxes that 
were installed at no charge. 
 
Mary Beth Rice – Second Street – Wanted to know if the new police car was a 4-wheel 
drive SUV and the cost. She was told the vehicle is an all-wheel drive SUV that cost 
around $23,000 before outfitting. 
 
J. Douglas Holmes – 718 Forest Ave. – Stated that the Zoning Ordinance 
amendments as they are currently presented are unconstitutional from the liberty 
perspective. 
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Adjournment 
 
Motion by Condon, seconded by Luedtke to adjourn the meeting at 4:43 p.m. 
 
RC: Yeas: Condon, Holwerda, Luedtke   Nays: None  Absent: Johnson 
       Motion  CARRIED 
 
 
 
__________________________  __________________________ 
Robert J. Johnson, Mayor    Kimberly K. Kidder, Clerk/Treasurer  


