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Frankfort Planning Commission 
Regular Meeting 

May 13, 2008 
 

Meeting called to order  at 7:00 PM by Chairman Bruce Ogilvie 
(Note: the packet delivered to each Planning Commissioner for this meeting included a Planning 
Commissioners Handbook published by the Michigan Municipal League.)  
 
Roll Call: McLaughlin, Hommel, Ogilvie.  Also Superintendent Josh Mills.  Absent: Duncan, Johnson, 
Storrer, Larson. 
 
Ogilvie:   Commented on the lack of quorum.   
 
McLaughlin:   Commented on commitment to schedule and meetings and the delay this is causing.   
 
Ogilvie:   Asked for objections to the agenda.  No objections.   
 
McLaughlin:   Suggested giving assignments to better conduct business and relay information. 
 
Ogilvie:   Rath, former Chair, formally resigned effective April 30, 2008.   
 
Public Input – General Items:  
 
Alma House, 221 Michigan Ave., Frankfort :  Against any further condo development on the bay.  
Commented on parking by the park, by City Hall.  She does not agree with private parking for the boats 
parked seasonal or daily.  There is not enough parking for local residents. 
 
Ogilvie:    Asked Alma to save her comments for Public Input on Agenda items later in the meeting.  
    
Ogilvie:    Introduced Patty O’Donnell of Northwest Council of Governments to give a short presentation.  
Their website is www.nwm.org  
 
Study and Workgroup 

Comprehensive Master Plan Revision 
 

Section 7: Defined as south of Anchor Place, West o f 10 th Street, North of Betsie Bay Water’s 
Edge, and east of Lake Michigan shoreline. 

 
Mills:  Section 7 is the core of waterfront and business community.  Discussions have surrounded what is 
important to protect in downtown district, what to keep, and what should be done differently.   
 
The City secured grant to reconstruct and modernize the launch facility.  The scope of upgrades would 
include adding another slip, redo all the docks, extend more concrete into the bay to increase access, and 
clear plant vegetation to create more of a park atmosphere in this area.  One downside could be 
increased garbage accumulation to wind.     
 
Other upgrades include modifying and upgrading the fish cleaning station.  Looked into entrails disposal, 
which is very expensive.  Current system works, but other options are being looked into.  Lighting and 
restroom upgrades are also a possibility.     
 
The Recreation Center may be used as community kitchen and recreation facility.  A summer program 
has been successfully running out of the center.  The City is looking into security system due to vandalism.   
 
Parks: Site plans will be revised with the new Master Plan.   
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Open Space Park should remain as an open space and could include a new dog park.  Mineral Springs 
needs some upgrades.  There have been discussions about building a larger pavilion, doubling as an ice 
skating rink.  The playground structure will need to be removed in one year due to safety concerns.  The 
City has looked into alternate playground structures such as lighthouse or arch replicas.  
    
Marina: Grant dollars were obtained from Waterways Commission to do a study on what it takes to 
upgrade power to docks and look at condition of docks with varying water elevations.  Parking issues need 
to be discussed in order to take full advantage of access for residents and seasonal boaters. 
 
Luedtke Engineering:  This marine construction company is zoned waterfront business.  Potential uses for 
this property could be commercial, retail, residential.  A wooden boardwalk could be added.     
 
Jacobson’s Marina: A special use permit was granted for a pool.   
 
Gold Coast Marina: This space is being used in accordance with the plan.    
 
Mitch Mate Slip: Owned by Jacobson’s Marina. 
 
Waterfront Drive: It is an easement. Suggestion could be making this one way.  A safe and accessible 
walkway could be created.  Discussion have taken place to It is a possibility to get property to build bike 
trail along Luedtke’s property. 
 
Crystal Lake Art Center:  The City owns the building.  The Art Center is launching a $2.5 million 
fundraising campaign.   Discussions have taken place with Coast Guard to enhance Homeland Security 
issues, such as a fence and/or security gate. 
 
Harbor Lights:  This area is quite developed.  Considerations for this area should be included in the 
Master Plan.        
 
Cannon Park:  Discussions include upgrades and certain amenities in accordance with the budget.    
 
Downtown Area:  Mixed use with retail and residential, maintain old fashioned design building look.  Need 
to come up with design criteria, which should be included in Master Plan.  The idea of uniform canopies on 
store fronts was discussed.  Kiosks with information for visitors were also discussed.    
 
Public Comment on Section 7: 
 
Arlene Olsen, 27 Miami, Frankfort:   Discussion regarding the high number of handicapped parking spots 
in front of Olsen Sayles.   
 
Shirley Wald, 312 Main St., Frankfort:  Discussion about RVs and/or trailer parking in downtown area.  
Information could be available in kiosks for alternative parking.   
 
Pat Haugen, 322 Forest Avenue, Frankfort:  How long is Master Plan projecting?  Would like 
clarification on Gold Coast retaining wall.  Handicapped parking should be taken into consideration.  
Parking behind businesses has been discussed.  The one way street should probably go east to west.  
Also concerned about trucks servicing businesses and blocking Waterfront Dr.   
 
Mills:  The Plan will be 20 to 50 years.  The wall will be about 2-3 ft. and a 5 ft. sidewalk is included in the 
plans.   
 
Ogilvie:   Utilizing parking behind businesses has been discussed.   
 
Kristine Murphy, Main St., Frankfort:  Concerned about downtown traffic.        
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Bob Korten, 404 Main St., Frankfort:  Discussion regarding reserving parking spaces in front of 
business for residents living above.  Dumpsters take up parking spaces, maybe businesses could 
combine dumpster areas to create more parking.  Are there height exceptions regarding wind turbines?   
 
Mills:  The City is interested in renewable energy.  Exceptions exist for chimneys and other structures.  
Wind turbines may fall into this type of category. 
 
Suzanne Glynn, 105 Forest Avenue, Frankfort:  There will be a presentation on alternative energy on 
May 16th at 2:00 p.m. at Benzie Central High School.    
       
Mills: Other renewable energy events in June at Onekama Fairgrounds.   
 
Bob Korten:   Suggested offering alternatives for bike parking.     
 
Mills:  What should the height standard be for buildings?  A Downtown Development Authority could be 
developed, opening grant sources.  Other funding sources include HUD, which could help store owners.  
Color scheme was discussed.   
 
Julie Clingman, 575 Cherry Grove Lane, Frankfort:  Commented on one way waterfront going east to 
west.  Color scheme could include awnings.  Awnings shouldn’t be uniform.   
 
Arlene Olsen:  Asked about Jacobson’s Marina Resort’s new name.   
 
Mills:   Idea behind new name included creating a less transient marina for boaters.    
 
Shirley Wald: Commented on importance of considering access for semi trucks, which affect traffic, 
pedestrians, and bike traffic. 
 
Mills: The consensus seems to focus on mixed use zoning.  There are plans to restore The Garden 
Theater.   
 
Norma Elias, 107 Park Avenue, Frankfort:  Commented on having access to 2nd level in downtown 
buildings.   
 
Kristine Murphy:  Asked about area surrounding Consumer’s Energy power lot and traffic off of M-22 to 
Main Street.   
 
Alma House:   Commented on possibility of underground electricity.   
 
Mills:  It was looked into, but the price was too high, quote of $1.7 million only covering east of Main St.  
Every house would need to be provided access. 
   
Ogilvie: Public utilities and infrastructure needs to be discussed and a plan needs to be established.    
      
Discussion:  The Post Office green space could be used for parking. 
 
Joanne Frary, 929 Main Street, Frankfort:   Asked if Post Office was owned by federal government.   
 
Fran Gorton: Commented on the danger of crossing the street to get to the post office.   
 
Kristine Murphy: Commented that issue was an isolated issue.   
 
Katie Condon, 202 Leelanau Avenue, Frankfort:  Commented on pedestrian signs and oversized 
parking at post office.  
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Joanne Frary: Commented on oversized parking throughout downtown, specifically on the east side of 
downtown.   
 
Norma Elias: Discussion surrounding Kathryn Condon being appointed to the Planning Commission.    
 
John Armstrong, One Sac Street, Frankfort:  Discussion surrounding post office boxes delivery.  The 
federal government should encourage mail pick up for cost effective purposes, therefore encouraging 
increased parking at post office. 
 
Mills: General commercial zoning promotes plazas.  The City may want to look at an alternative zoning to 
this such as business or general.    
 
Joann Holwerda, 675 Day Avenue, Frankfort:  Asked for clarification regarding Jacobson’s Marina 
Resort’s sidewalk.  Is there enough room for trucks to pull off of Waterfront Drive?     
  
Mills:  The sidewalk would be for pedestrians and a painted bike trail could be inserted.     
 
Ogilvie: Changes to the road need to include MDOT, Road Commission, and hiring someone to analyze 
these issues. 
 
Mills: Asked for input on wireless internet and downtown banners.   
 
Kristine Murphy: Pro banners and internet.   
 
Mills:  Proposal for $16,000, which is $590/month.  The range would include 8th Street.      
  
Discussion: Marketability of downtown areas to attract businesses and possible uses for Recreation 
Center.   
 
Kristine Murphy: Discussed erecting a warming house for an ice skating rink on Goose Park.  Would like 
the City to consider this and open it for discussion.  Any discussions to improve look of Recreation Center.  
These ideas should be considered in a 20-50 year plan.  Asked about alley work and the standing pool of 
water.   
 
Mills: The contractors have filed suit against the City for $275,000.  Discussions are happening with the 
bond company.  The project is on hold until these issues are resolved.     
 
Bob Korten:   Asked about purchasing banners to be placed downtown this spring.      
 
Mills: He will follow up on the banner issue.   
 
Alma House, 221 Michigan Ave., Frankfort :  Against any further condo development on the bay.  
Commented on parking by the park, by City Hall.  She does not agree with private parking for the boats 
parked seasonal or daily.  There is not enough parking for local residents. 
 
Connie Benneholf, Main Street, Frankfort:  Also purchased banners.   
 
Bob Korten:  In order to have viable business community we need to look at regarding wise growth.  
Growth should be encouraged and we cannot focus on maintaining Frankfort as it was 100 years ago or 
we will not have the people to initiate business and maintain the economy of the City.    
 
Kristine Murphy:  Seconds Bob. 
 
Ogilvie:  The current infrastructure could accommodate doubling of the current population.   
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Katie Condon: What is the plan for the east side of Main Street, including structures and height limits on 
the east side?      
 
Mills:  The east side would be similar to the rest of Main Street.   
 
Suzanne Glynn: The population has remained steady.  Affordable housing and smart growth should be 
factored in to the Master Plan.  We need to work together to make this a quality of life community year 
round and encourage families to come to Frankfort.   
 
Mills:  The City owns 31% of the waterfront from 4th and 5th St., making our community unique. 
 
Susanna Glynn:  Should we build rain gardens there?      
 
Ogilvie: Grand Vision Meeting on May 28th, transportation will be available by the Benzie Bus.  If any 
special presentations are to take place, please give one week notice, along with other agenda items.   
 
Ogilvie: We are disabled from making any further decisions. 
 
Public Comments on Agenda Items: 
 
Julie Clingman:  Fine presentation, good job dealing with the issues at hand.   
 
Mills: Thanks for coming.  He will do more research on McLaughlin’s question.    
 
Ogilvie: Meeting Adjourned @ 8:50 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
____________________________   ____________________________ 
         Bruce Ogilvie, Chair           Pat Storrer, Secretary 


