
Planning Commission 
 City of Frankfort 

Draft Minutes 
April 10, 2012 

 Regular Meeting 
 
Call to Order: 7pm 
Roll Call and Recognition of Visitors: Barresi, Campbell, Fairchild, Ogilvie, Penne, Storrer. Absent: Bissell 
Public Present: pim Dodge, Bob Dittrich, Sandy Jackson, Sharron May, City Supervisor Josh Mills 
Quorum present 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Motion to Approve Minutes for regular Meeting March 13, 2012 with corrections moved Storrer, seconded 
Barresi, all ayes, motion passed.  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Motion to approve Agenda with additions and corrections moved Storrer, seconded by Barresi, all ayes, 
motion passed.  
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Public Comments & Correspondence Concerning Items not on Agenda 

1) Invitation to the MSU Extension Citizen Planner program. A small fund is available to offset all or part of 
the cost for those Planning Commissioners who wish to attend.  Schedule to be announced.  

 

2) Correspondence received from Sharron May and Dennis Holcomb with Request to Appear on behalf 
of Lakes to Land Regional Initiative. On behalf of the Initiative, May extended a formal invitation to the 
City of Frankfort to participate in the Cross Community Collaboration Strategy Session that will be held in 
conjunction with a regional collaborative Master Plan involving eight townships and the Village of 
Onekama (to date). Two informational meetings will be held on either May 14th or 15th at Frankfort High 
School and Pleasanton Community Center followed by Community Vision Sessions. Additional information 
as well as the dates and locations of Visioning Sessions and Community Information Sessions can be 
found on the website at www.lakestoland.org. The City of Frankfort and other extended communities that 
already have Master Plans and Zoning Ordinances in place are being invited to share their expertise and  
collaborate on identifying opportunities for shared projects, resources, assets and funding in a Cross 
Community Collaboration Strategy Session. This will occur after the Community Vision Sessions at a date 
and location yet to be determined. May answered a series of questions by commissioners including the 

assurance that no monetary commitment would be required. See motion under new business.  

  

Bob Dittrich, 445 Park Ave complimented May on a well-thought out and powerful presentation on 

what he thinks is one of the most exciting and creative initiatives to come along in a long time. He has 

been following the progress and personally plans to be involved in what he considered a tremendous 

opportunity to collaborate with our neighbors.  

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Reports to the Commission: 

1) Chair Report by Bruce Ogilvie 



a. Complete Streets and Safe Routes to School Access Project – Ogilvie has received no final 
word on the project’s grant application; however, Frankfort is one of 4 finalists.  

b. Energy Ordinance: Wind and Solar Collection Devices – Ogilvie reported that quite a few 
municipalities are drafting ordinances. He has reviewed both Traverse City’s and Acme Township’s 
ordinances which have employed creative methods, including deconstruction provisions. He 
expects to have an Energy Ordinance draft available next month.   

2) Medical Marihuana Proposed Ordinance – The proposed ordinance was sent to the city zoning attorney. 
Mills reported on some of the suggestions.  

 

3) Committee Reports:  
a. Public Toilet Facilities Committee and Signage/Way-finding Committee - Kim Fairchild 

reported that paper copies of the Public Facilities Survey were passed out today: the high cost of 
“Survey-Monkey” software prevented our putting this Survey on the city website. Way-finding 
signage and locations are being prioritized and costs determined.  

 

b. Downtown Development Authority (DDA) /Tax Incremental Financial Districts (TIFD) /Capital 
Improvements – Josh Mills, for (absent) committee chair Cory Bissell, reported that the City 
Council had already approved a resolution for the formation of a Downtown Development Authority 
back in November 8, 2002. The Tobin lawsuit put the project on the back burner. Mills passed out 
Guidelines for Establishing a Downtown Development Authority to the Commissioners. Ogilvie 
reported that consultants Abon Marche recommended that one of the ways to maintain Safe 
Routes to Schools was to create a maintenance fund under some kind of Tax Incremental Finance 
District. Mills emphasized that it will be imperative to bring the new County Treasurer on board 
because it will be complex.  As the county is going to have a Brownfield Redevelopment Authority, 
the city could fall under their BRA and focus on the DDA. Mills believed that in municipalities less 
than 5000 people, the PC could serve as the DDA (would need 12 members). Mills suggested 
asking NWMCoG for help. Mills will try to draft a resolution for the next meeting after talking to the 
city attorney. 

 
 

c. Master Plan and Zoning Ordinance Review – Ogilvie asked for a list identifying the substantive 
or typographical corrections. Substantive corrections would require a Public Hearing.  

 

d. City Superintendent Report - Josh Mills reported on a proposed Brewery and tasting room in 
downtown Frankfort. The location being considered is the existing Caddy Shack building (next to 
the Garden Theater) that would undergo a renovation. The question arose of how to address a 
non-conforming building wanting an addition. The long-term goal includes phases and Ogilvie 
stated that a whole site plan would need to be submitted that could be approved in stages. Port 
City Smokehouse Project/Complete Streets project has hired a new consultant, resulting in new 
enhancements to the project. No report on the proposed sub shop in the prior Crystal Lake Art 
Building. The Carter Kids playground is going to be built and is looking for volunteers. Funding 
is still coming in through Grants and donations. Mills is now on the Frankfort Elberta Athletic 



Board that is working on a preliminary design for new bleachers. A report was passed out that 
Mills submitted in the Planning and Zoning News.  

 
e. Zoning Board of Appeals – Ogilvie reported on the approval with special conditions of an 

expansion and addition of second story to an existing garage at 618 Forest Ave. It was approved 
with the addition of an eaves trough with downspouts and gutters. In the May meeting Kim 
Fairchild will be seated as the Planning Commission representative to the ZBA.  

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________
Unfinished Business  
Medical Marijuana Ordinance:  

a. A Motion to adopt the Draft Medical Marihuana Ordinance following a public hearing, 
pursuant with established procedures (moved Storrer/Ogilvie)). This motion was tabled at 
February meeting, tabled again at March meeting and remains tabled.  

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

New Business 

Motion that the Planning Commission collaborate in principle with the Lakes To Land Regional Initiative 

moved Storrer, Seconded Fairchild, all ayes. Motion passed.  

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Public Input  - None 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Motion to Adjourn moved Fairchild, seconded Campbell, all ayes, motion passed. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Meeting adjourned 8:10 pm 
 
Next Regular Meeting: Tuesday, May 8, 2012, the Haugen Room, City Hall, 7pm 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Commissioner Handouts: Draft Minutes: Regular Meeting of 3/13/2012;  
 
 


