
City of Frankfort  Planning Commission Minutes 
December 8, 2015 7 PM 
Haugen Room, City Hall 

 
Call to Order: 7:00 PM 
 
Roll Call: Barresi, Bissell, Fairchild, Kirkpatrick, Kunitzer, Penne, Stahl.  
Quorum present 
 
Recognition of Visitors: Sharron May, Recording Secretary; Josh Mills, City Superintendent 
 
Motion to approve Minutes of November 10, 2015 moved Barresi, seconded Fairchild, all 
ayes, motion passed.  
 
Motion to approve agenda as amended moved Bissell, second Kunitzer, all ayes, motion 
passed.  
 
Public Comments & Correspondence: none 
 
Reports to the Commission: 

1. Report from the Chair, Maury Stahl deferred to Sam Barresi.  
a. Barresi reported on the DDA response to Facilities committee request for their 

collaboration on projects. Issues discussed included parking, restrooms and 
shuttle system.  

2. Reports from Planning Commission 
a. Public Facilities – Next meeting is tomorrow morning. Drawings were distributed 

followed by a discussion of the recommendations for facilities, parking, shuttle, 
improved safety and turnaround expansion.  

b. Master Plan Review/Update 2015 – No report 
c. Complete Streets – No report 

3. Report from Zoning Board of Appeals – No report 
4. Report from Lakes to Land Organization – Zoning template 
5. Report from Parks & Rec Committee – No report 
6. City Superintendent Report 

a. DDA/TIFF – finalizing an RFP to develop a new brand, marketing strategy and 
website. Suggested businesses for the community: rental and sale properties, 
integrated City, Chamber and DDA web site. 

b. Capital Improvement Plan – SAW grant for mapping leads 
c. Redevelopment Ready Communities – goes hand in hand with CIP 
d. Parks and Recreation Master Plan – ready to take off 
e. Benzie Bus Shuttle – Bill Kennis is aware of the goals. Josh Mills is on TC Talus 

board. There is a grant for air quality improvements and shuttle could be a 
qualifying project.  

f. Other- the city is working with MEDC and Venture North to purchase 6 acres in the 
Industrial Park. The City Council needs to make a big decision.  

Unfinished Business 



1. Planning Commission By-laws Changes Status Update – It was recommended to take 
all of her recommendations. Discussion included concerns about Article II, education 
and conflict of interest.  

2. Discussion of Lake Michigan Facilities Recommendations – discussed under Chair 
report 

3. Planning Commission Meeting Schedule for 2016 – Barressi recommended 8 
meetings excluding Feb. March, July, December.  

 
Motion to hold the regular meetings in Jan, April, May, June, August, September, October 
and November moved Bissell, seconded Fairchild. All ayes. Motion passed. Discussion 
included need to amend the ordinance and hold a public hearing.  

 
4. Technology Attendance Plan – Josh reviewed the request to facilitate using MSU type 

webinar technology for videoconferencing into PC meetings. Three types of video 
conferencing were reviewed and Google Hangout was selected.   

5. MAP membership Update – Josh recommended MAP membership and programs 
6. Master Plan Update – Chip Smith will be coming up in January. Discussion about 

responsiveness of various consultants. Mills would like to see a smaller footprint for 
houses in cluster proposals. It was reduced to 680 sq. ft. but Mills would like to revisit 
and modify in the PUD ordinance itself to allow for smaller footprint with flexibility to 
attract families. Other items for review include: signage for gas stations and super 
markets and clarifying definitions of outbuildings, accessory buildings and waterfront. 
Stahl would like to revisit lighting.  

 
New Business - None 
 
 
Public Input 
Sharron May complimented the Planning Commission for their efforts at addressing parking issues, 
outreach to the DDA and Chamber and considering an Education component in the bylaws. She 
would like to see more city representation at local government meetings and focus groups and 
revisiting the Urban Ag ordinance during the Zoning Ordinance update. Mills asked her to submit 
suggestions.  
 
Motion to adjourn moved Fairchild, seconded Barresi, all ayes, motion passed. Meeting 
adjourned at 8:52 pm. 
 


