
City of Frankfort Planning Commission 
Minutes 

November 10, 2015 Regular Meeting  
7:00 PM  Haugen Room, City Hall 

 
Call to Order: 7 p.m.  
 
Roll Call: Barresi, Bissell, Fairchild, Kirkpatrick, Penne, Stahl, Kunitzer, Absent: Fitzpatrick, Penne 
 
Recognition of Visitors: Sharron May (Recording Secretary),  Josh Mills (City Superintendent) 
 
Motion to approve minutes of Regular Meeting, October 13, 2015 moved Fairchild, second Bissell, all ayes 
motion passed. 
   
Motion to approve agenda as amended moved Fairchild, seconded Barresi, all ayes, motion passed.   
 
Public Comments & Correspondence Concerning Items not on Agenda: None 

 
Reports to the Commission: 

1. Report from the Chair:  Maury Stahl – No report 
2. Reports from Planning Commission Committees:    

a. Public Facilities – Sam Barresi reported that the meeting was postponed and will be rescheduled; 
a letter was sent to the DDA, Chamber and others to collaborate on some of the recommendations 
that the PC will be making regarding facilities.  

b. Master Plan Review/Update 2015 – Josh Mills – No report 
c. Complete Streets Committee – Melina Penne – No report. The CIP is being done with Complete 

Streets in mind.  
3. Report from Zoning Board of Appeals: Susan Kirkpatrick and Josh Mills – No report 
4. Report from Lakes to Land organization – Josh Mills reported the board is establishing their bylaws. 

Zoning updates are being worked on. Sharron May reported that she was honored to accept an award on 
behalf of the L2L Farm and Food Assessment won for Excellence in Planning and Economic Development 
from the Michigan Association of Planners.  

5. Report from Parks & Rec Committee –Josh Mills reported that a small grant has been received; they are 
looking at a restroom design for Market Square Park.  

6. City Superintendent Report:  
a. DDA-TIF – no report  
b. Capital Improvement Plan – a SAW grant from the DEQ was received.  
c. Re-development-Ready Communities (MEDC Initiative) – it will provide a clear message to 

developers that the community has an expedited process.  
d. Parks and Recreation Master Plan – it is being used to develop the CIP.  
e. Benzie Bus Shuttle – a bus shelter is being constructed at Family Fair. A discussion followed about 

the search for a trolley; the shuttle needs to be part of a discussion and parking plan.  
f. Other – Fairchild asked about status of Graceland tanks. Mills has not had another discussion with 

them yet.  
Unfinished Business 

1. Planning Commission By-law Changes - Status Update – The City Council has approved them and they 
are at the Attorney’s now. The first Friday in January they will be posting the Regular meetings for the year. 
They need to take formal action in the December meeting. Discussion about possible meeting schedules 
and using Skype.  

2. Discussion of Lake Michigan Facilities Recommendations – A package is being put together about 
options for parking and restrooms. The discussion included RV parking, seasonal signage, a central pay 



station at the end of the beach w/ resident permits, how it is working in Empire (generated $47,000 the first 
year), enforcement, limiting to daytime hours, designating some stre ets (Nippissing, Miami) for 
handicapped or resident parking, pedestrian safety recommendations such as a more defined crosswalk, 
ADA modernization, Cannon Park restroom and small facility with flush toilet near the Caleb Sutter 
memorial.  

 
New Business 

1. Motion to excuse Susan Kirkpatrick and Melina Penne moved Fairchild, seconded Kunitzer, all 
ayes, motion passed.  

 
Public Input – Agenda Items Only - None 
 
Any Other Business/Ongoing Business, Comments, etc: Minutes briefs for Commission, General 
Discussion/Braining Storming: None 
 
Motion to adjourn moved Fairchild, seconded Bissell, all ayes, motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 8:23 
p.m.  
 
 
  


