
Draft Minutes 
City of Frankfort Planning Commission 

October 13, 2015 Regular Meeting 
7:00 p.m.  Haugen Room, City Hall  

 
Call to Order: 7:02 p.m. 
 
Roll Call: Barresi, Bissell, Fairchild, Penne, Stahl, Absent: Kirkpatrick 
 
Recognition of Visitors: Josh Mills (City Superintendent) David Puccio, Jeff Cockfield 
 
Approval of Minutes of Regular Meeting, September 8, 2015 tabled until they have been reviewed.  
   
Motion to approve Agenda moved Fairchild, second Bissell, all ayes, motion passed.  
 
Public Comments & Correspondence Concerning Items not on Agenda: None 

 
Reports to the Commission: 

1. Report from the Chair:  No report 
2. Reports from Planning Commission Committees:    

a. Public Facilities – Sam Barresi reported that a meeting is scheduled for Thursday, October 15, 
2015 at 9:30 a.m. The committee’s September draft minutes were distributed.   

b. Master Plan Review/Update 2015 – No report 
c. Complete Streets Committee – No report 

3. Report from Zoning Board of Appeals – No report.   
4. Report from Lakes to Land organization – Josh Mills- communities are working on their zoning.  
5. Report from Parks & Rec Committee – No Report 
6. City Superintendent Report:  

a. DDA-TIF- The development plan has been approved and is at the state level. 
b. Capital Improvement Plan- Jeff Koch is helping to do a cost-analysis.  
c. Re-development-Ready Communities (MEDC Initiative) –CIP is the only missing piece.  
d. Parks and Recreation Master Plan – Done [Remove from reports?] 
e. Benzie Bus Shuttle – See New Business 
f. Other – A grant was received to map storm and sewer system. GIS mapping will find and check on 

the condition of leads. The City is trying to find a way to purchase acreage in the Industrial Park by 
looking into an EDC low interest loan, grants and funds. Discussion of available retail space 
downtown. 1:00:43 or sooner 

 
Unfinished Business 

1. Site Plan Review for Portland Building Companies East Main Multi-Family Development – the site plan 
reviewed was for a 24 unit multi-family development presented by Dave Puccio ,Jeff Cockfield updated the PC on the 
progress of the project and the issues discussed at the August preliminary site plan review. Discussion included 
dumpsters, snow removal, handicapped accessibility, driveway approach, parking, landscaping, tree removal, and  

2. exterior materials.  
 

Motion to approve site plan review moved (? -not discernable), seconded Fairchild, all ayes, motion carried.  
 

3. RFP Zoning Attorney – Mills talked to Olsen/Bzdok and is meeting with Kate Redmond about zoning.  
4. Zoning Ordinance Review Discussion – Barresi wanted to discuss looking at areas that need more 

clarity. Suggestions included outbuildings along waterfront district, storm-water ordinance. Mills suggested 
that once the MP is adopted they could tackle zoning ordinance amendments. Planning Commission 
members were asked to review Chapter 1 of the Ordinance and make notes.  



5. Discussion of Lake Michigan Facilities Recommendations –Barresi initiated a discussion about 
whether the PC wanted all the recommendations at once or one at time and which groups should be 
included in the discussion. A discussion followed where it was decided that the top 3 recommendations of 
the committee would be presented for consideration.  

 
New Business 

1. Benzie Bus Shelter at Family Fare – Mills informed the PC about the grant-funded bus shelters.  
2. Access Widening at Ross Controls – For safety purposes during deliveries, a land use permit was 

granted to excavate and install LED lighting on a timer in the industrial park.  
3. Preliminary Site Plan – 7th Street Beach – Jeff Cockfield is working on this project. A donor has pledged 

some funding. The project will include rain gardens, infiltration system for overflows, retaining wall, paved 
parking, sidewalk, and cross-walk, fire-pit, picnic pods, boat trailer parking and restrooms. Safety measures 
will be taken to separate water run off into the lake.  Stahl requested that the Facilities Committee review, 
as they have been working on this. Mills found a manufacturer from Michigan for the pavilion. Barresi asked 
if the current outhouse could be moved to 7th Street Beach to save costs by cutting it at the base and haul it 
over. That was among the options the Facilities Committee intended to discuss.   

 
Motion to excuse Susan Fitzpatrick due to illness moved Barresi, seconded all ayes motion passed.  
 
Public Input – Agenda Items Only 
Stahl – asked for an update on plans for the Graceland tanks. Mills will talk to the CEO. Years ago landscaping 
and tank removal were promised.  
 
Any Other Business/Ongoing Business, Comments, etc: Minutes briefs for Commission, General 
Discussion/Braining Storming 
 
Discussion about need for back up for Sharron May, Recording Secretary included reasons a Planning 
Commission needs to include the rationale for their decisions in the event of legal challenges. Sharron can 
transcribe the minutes off the recording if she misses the meeting. This lead to a discussion of better technology.   
 
Motion to adjourn moved Fairchild, seconded Bissell, all ayes, motion passed.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:37 p.m.  
 


